
	  

GLEN WAVERLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUGUST
14th JMSS Little Scientists 
16th Year 6 Sport Winter Round Robin
19th School Council
20th Year 5 CERES Excursion
21st VSSS Mass Choir Rehearsal

Maths Olympiad
22nd Multimedia Radio Excursion
26th Year 4 Fathers Day Stall
27th Smart 8
28-
30th

Year 4 Camp

28th JMSS Little Scientists 
Prep Late Night
Year 1 Late Night
Year 2 Late Night

28-
30th

Father’s Day Stall

30th Year 6 Basketball Round Robin

	   UNIFORM	  SHOP	  
	  

Situated	  in	  the	  West	  Wing	  on	  the	  School	  Grounds	  
Open	  Monday	  between	  3.00	  –	  4.30	  pm	  
Wednesday	  between	  8:15	  –	  9:30	  

Closed	  Public	  Holidays	  and	  School	  Holidays	  
Orders	  may	  be	  left	  with	  the	  office	  

	  

SCHOOL	  LUNCH	  ORDERS	  
	  

Lunch	  orders	  are	  available	  from	  our	  service	  provider	  Balance	  Living	  
Catering	  five	  days	  a	  week.	  

Ordering	  is	  done	  through	  an	  online	  service,	  details	  of	  which	  are	  
available	  on	  our	  website	  or	  visit	  

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/	  
school-‐lunch-‐ordering.html	  

	  
	  	  

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School Community,

Welcome to another addition to our fabulous school newsletter. 

School Production 
As I write my newsletter piece, I cannot help reflecting on our wonderful, amazing and simply sensational 
school production! Wow, what a fabulous night in which the entire school community came together to 
celebrate and acknowledge the wonderful artistic talents of the children and they responded by being 
absolutely brilliant!

As you would be aware, this year’s production was titled, “The Year of the Dog” which coincides with the 
title of the book in which our production was based on. On the night we even had the author, Charles Hope 
and a number of his team, in the audience who were also incredibly proud and literally “over the moon” as 
to how their book was portrayed on stage.  

As mentioned on numerous occasions, I am eternally 
proud of the children as they were simply amazing 
as they sang, danced, acted and, most importantly, 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves on stage. The cheers, 
streaks of laughter and overall level of excitement 
was contagious throughout the entire evening and 
I cannot express how proud I am of ALL OF THE 
CHILDREN as they were simply outstanding! 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CONT.

SEPTEMBER
3rd ICAS Digital Technologies
3rd Year 5 and 6 Interrelate Information Evening
5th ICAS Science
9th- 
12th

Year 6 Camp

10th ICAS Writing
12th-
13th

VSSS Rehearsal Excursion (Thursday and 
Friday)

12th ICAS Spelling
14th Victorian State School Spectacular 

Performance (Saturday)
16th School Council
17th ICAS English

Prep Transition (Session 1)
18th School Disco (evening)
19th ICAS Maths
20th Final Day of Term 3 (2:30pm Finish)

Once again, I would like to acknowledge our 
wonderful staff who worked tirelessly to ensure 
the evening was well planned, coordinated and 
implemented. Naturally such an event is a team 
effort and the staff team at our school is second 
to none! 

Our school concert was led by Ms. Wood and 
Mrs. James who should be incredibly proud 
of their efforts and leadership of this amazing 
event. We also had some staff members who 
completed additional tasks such as:
• Ms. Peele – the props (weren’t they 
 amazing!)
• Mr. Laffy – the audio visual (multimedia) 
 elements, which were also brilliant! 

The above teachers were also supported by the 
Production Committee which consisted of the 
following staff who also worked tirelessly to 
ensure a memorable event. Thank you and well 
done to:

• Prep Team – Mrs Caruso
• Year One Team – Mrs Punturere 
• Year Two Team – Ms. Liburti
• Year Three Team – Ms. Cupo
• Year Four Team – Ms. Lui
• Year 5 Team – Ms. Disseldorp
• Year 6 Team - Mr. Clark 
• Specialist Team - Ms. Wang, Ms. Jom, Ms. Rennie and Mrs Hardy

I would also like to once again thank our amazing families as without your support such an event could not 
proceed. On behalf of the staff, thank you mums, dads and extended family members for all of what you 
did in order to ensure our school production was an amazing experience for everyone to remember for 
many years to come!

As you would be aware, the entire concert was recorded by a professional company. If you are yet to place 
an order for a DVD of the event I suggest you do so promptly. As the DVD will be a fantastic memento for 
many, many years to come. 



	  

Congratulations to Mrs Lyn Clugg 

Last week Mrs Clugg was invited to attend a 
very special ceremony as she was acknowledged 
for 45 years of service with the Department of 
Education and Training. Mrs Clugg commenced 
her teaching career in 1969 at Wangaratta 
Primary School and then taught at Boweja, 
Yarrunga and Rutherglen Primary Schools before 
moving to our school in 1994. Currently she is 
our Reading Recovery teacher and is usually 
found in the ELC.

Naturally this is a wonderful achievement and 
we are all so incredibly proud of Mrs Clugg as 
she continues to strive to make a difference 
to the children in her care. Please join me in 
congratulating Mrs Clugg as you see her in our 
school. 

Congratulations, thank you and well done to Ms. Donald and Mrs Garzberg-Grant 

As everyone may be aware, our school has a very strong relationship with Melbourne University and as 
such we have been at the forefront of introducing a plethora of initiatives associated with the “science of 
learning” such as the Learning Pit, Learning Intentions, Success Criteria, Learning Goals and key language 
frames such as “productive struggle, error alarm, Feed Forward, Feedback, Feed Up and misconceptions”. 
All of which have become common practice throughout our school as we continue to drive deeper student 
engagement in the learning process.

As a means of showcasing the above to other schools, last Friday Mrs Garzberg – Grant and Ms. Donald 
represented our school and this work at Genazzano College’s, “Science of Learning Education, With the Brain 
in Mind” conference. Naturally this is an enormous accolade for our school and something we should all be 
incredibly proud of. 

Well done, thank you and congratulations to Ms. Donald and Mrs Garzberg-Grant for representing our school 
exceptionally well and to Ms. Donald for her leadership in this exciting educational space! 



	  

Victorian State Softball Team

Congratulations to Julia (Year 6) for qualifying for the Victorian Under 11’s Softball team. What 
is even more amazing about this achievement is that Julia has only been playing Softball for two 
years! Julia reported that the tryout stages were quite grueling as they involved:
• A running time trial
• Batting 
• Throwing and 
• Team building tasks which focused on aptitude and attitude.

From this point the Victorian Team are holding a number of practice sessions and in November 
they will be participating in the Australian Championships in Sydney. Congratulations and well done 
Julia as this is a phenomenal achievement and we look forward to hearing how the teams goes! 

Below is a copy of the speech Julia made at last week’s assembly for everyone to enjoy:

Hello my name is Julia, and I would like to share my journey with softball. It all started when I was 
with mum in the shopping mall, and we walked passed a softball team recruitment booth. I glanced 
at my mum and saw the most hopeful eyes. I could immediately tell that mum was going to sign me 
up.

And so she did. At first I never thought that I would do well, AT ALL. And guess what, I was right. At 
my first game, I cried. I just couldn’t hit the ball! My team mates supported me but I tried my best 
to not look at them.

But mum didn’t give up on me, and made me train almost every day, and soon in the next game, I 
managed to hit the ball and made it to first base. Among all the fielding positions, I played pitcher 
the best.

How I got into pitching was very simple. I was actually intimidated by pitching and always tried my 
best to avoid it. However, mum decided to make me practice pitching to conquer my fear. Every day 
I had to pitch 20 balls. Now I up my practice to a 100 pitches 3 times a week. 

I was playing for under 11 and under 14 in my club for the past 2 years. This year, mum signed me 
up for a trial to represent Victoria in the School Sport Australia Softball Championship, 12 years and 
under category.

When the day finally came, I had a tinge of excitement but I tried my best to stay calm. There were 
2 trials, both involved playing games against each other, demonstrating ability to bat, field, catch, 
throw, knowledge of the game, ability to communicate with team mates and sportsmanship.
After the trials, I felt like my chances of being selected was 50/50. I stood out a little bit, but I wasn’t 
a complete stand out. I felt like I could have done better. I was relieved when I was selected when 
mum broke the news to me. 

I know this is only the beginning and I have a long road ahead of me. So I’ll try my very best to 
contribute in my little way, to making Victoria softball shine like a star. If any of you want to get 
involved in softball, please join me, this Saturday, 10th of August in the come and try day at Jells 
Park Waverley Softball Association at 10 am-12 pm. I’m sure you will have loads of fun just like I did 
back then.



	  

Principal Awards 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO RECEIVED A PRINCIPAL’S AWARD RECENTLY: 

Prep A
• Kevon for working so hard with Mathleics and Reading Eggs 
• Neha for entering an Australian and Aboriginal drawing competition in which she placed 2nd 
• Sanuri for being the most amazing friend 
• Aarya, May and Sandul for showing lots of empathy 
• Neha for practicing counting all the way to 100 
• Aarya, Yana, Sheila and Eliana for working so hard on improving their reading skills 

Prep B
• Yash and Kanishka for making the most amazing progress with their writing 

Prep C
• Saneli for making great progress with her writing 
• Makalya and Saneli for writing and drawing amazing recounts about the Flying Bookworm incursion 
• Makayla, James, Krisha, Evin, Tony, Duke and Estelle for making amazing progress with their 
 understanding of place value 

Prep D
• Aseli for writing a beautiful card for my office 
• Deeya for being a wonderful friend 
• Akeesha for writing a fabulous letter about how she missed the Flying Bookworm incursion which is 
 featured in the Kids’ Corner section of our newsletter 

Prep E
• Ryan for being a very responsible member of our school community 

1A
• Pradyumna, Edwin, Lithika, Harteg and Vidun for working collaboratively to make pizza 

1B 
• Andrew and Alex for writing about emotions in a story 
• Siyona for being very friendly, generous and extremely happy all of the time 

1D 
• Myra for making an excellent start at her new school 
• Sanuk for being a very responsible and honest member of our school community 

1E
• Angelia, Austin and Samyukthaa for demonstrating the ability to measure the size of their shoes 
 using different resources 

2A
• Sean, Sashmi, Dinethya, Chenelle, Isabelle, Ritisha, Kisali and Seyara for being very responsible 
 members of our school community 
• Kisali, Chenelle and Sashmi for making outstanding progress with their learning 



	  

3A
• Nimmer, Seyara, Yenuli, Sethmi and Saheli for being the most amazing helpers in our school 
 community 
• Thesan and Isath for being really responsible and mature during the VSSS rehearsals at the 
 Melbourne Town Hall

3B
• Cyrus for writing 2 books about space which will join our school’s library  
• Nimmer, Seyara, Yenuli, Sethumi and Saheli for being really responsible and helpful members of our 
 school community 

3D
• Milan for being really responsible and mature during the VSSS rehearsals at the Melbourne Town 
 Hall

3E
• Akshay for being a very responsible member of our school community 

4A
• Minurri and Linaya for writing very deep ode poems as presented in the Kids’ Corner section of our 
 newsletter 

4D
• Kiya for competing in a trampolining gymnastics competition at BTYC and placing 6th overall 

6D
• Tharusha for competing in the Lilydale Swimming Encouragement Meet and receiving the following 
 medals:

 Gold (1st place) - 50m breaststroke, butterfly and freestyle Silver (2nd place) - 50m backstroke in a 
 time of 44 seconds which is a long course PB

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 
fortnight, 

Frank Catalano
Principal 



	  

KID’S CORNER
The Kids Corner section of this fortnight’s newsletter features a number 
of students who would like to showcase their fabulous learning.

A Letter to Mr Catalano - Akeesha (Year Prep)

Dear Mr Catalano,
I went to see a circus during the holidays. I love watching shows, but I am sad that I missed 

the Flying Bookworm incursion because I was very sick.

I hope I will get another opportunity.

A Treacherous Occurrence! (Linaya, Year 4)

Learning Intention: To create an ode with show not tell

A treacherous occurrence of despair
Not that I actually really care.

In towns and cities as bullets rain
I’m all the way here, relaxing in Spain.

This is the worst day of them all
At least I can spend my day in the mall.

Most will end up in demise
I won’t shed a tear, neither will I apologise. 

Please listen to us and resist your power
Come join me for tea and enjoy your hour! 

A Treacherous Occurrence (Minuri, Year 4)

Learning Intention: To create an ode with show not tell

A treacherous occurrence of despair,
The time to be most aware.

In towns and cities where bullets rain,
Tears will go down a drain.

This is the worst day of them all,
Something will destroy, and is really small.

Most will go drifting up,
The world will also be harmed because of one plastic cup.

Please resist and save your power, all will be gone in a few more hours. 



Happy Birthday to the following students 
who celebrated their special day during 

the first half of August!  
Prep

Prep A: Neha
Prep B: Rayyan
Prep C: Estelle
Prep E: Kavya

Year One
1A: Senaya, Lithika, Esandi 
       and Mohamed 
1D: Ruby, Isaac and Hansiga
1E: Diyon

Year Two
2A: Dilu
2C: Raavi and Ranveer
2D: Arena
2E: Abdullah

Year Three
3A: Helen
3C: Aditi
3E: Aviv and Akshay

Year Four
4A: Shaurya, Sayu, Okith, 
       Samyuktaand Ryley
4B: Japneet
4E: Angelia and Karthik

Year Five
5A: Rishan
5B: Keyuri and Aiden
5C: Peter

Year Six
6A: Ansh
6B: Keisha and Matheesha
6C: Aiden and Oscar
6E: Heath 



In 1B, we have been busy  
preparing ourselves for the 
upcoming School Production!  
In turn, we have been able to 
draw deep connections to our  
Inquiry unit and ‘You Can Do 
It’ learning. Our Inquiry 
learning has a drama focus 
this term, while our ‘You Can 
Do It’ learning connects to 
our school values of Respect, 
Integrity, Initiative and 
Global Empathy. 

 
1B have been applying various drama 
concepts and skills, including  
effective use of body language, 
voice, and facial expressions to  
enhance presentations. Additionally, 
the numerous opportunities to learn 
as a team has helped build greater  
collaboration skills. 1B have been 
able to transfer their learning  
towards their Production practice 
throughout Term Three. 
 
1B are incredibly excited to share 
the final product with everyone on 

the night! 







	  

CIS SPLASH
What an amazing event our School Production has been.  Over the last few months many people from 
our entire school community have put in a tremendous effort to ensure that such a fantastic event can 
occur and again it highlights the many opportunities that our great school presents for all students to 
showcase their various talents.  

If you had the opportunity to read the last newsletter, you may recall that this piece highlighted that 
GWPS School Philosophy and the key role it plays within our school, in particular the third element and 
its connection to the school concert.  To refresh your minds, our GWPS philosophy is:

1. The students are at the centre of everything we do.
2. Building staff capacity is paramount. 
3. Everything we do is based on research and a whole school approach.

This week on Friday 9th August, the day after our school concert, all of the GWPS learners took a 
well-earned rest as our staff took part in a curriculum day.  The curriculum day was certainly not a rest 
for our hard working and diligent staff, who engaged in the second element of the GWPS Philosophy 
‘Building staff capacity is paramount’. 

For those who are unaware of what happens on a curriculum day at a school, the essential purpose 
is to help further the staffs’ knowledge of current best practice in teaching in learning.  In order to do 
this, GWPS only works with world leading universities and researchers.  
Prior to this the beginning of this academic year, five staff, including the Principal class attended a 
five day intensive course conducted by Harvard University on how to implement data from across the 
school to continuously drive forward teaching and learning.  Much of our focus this year has been on 
spreading the learning from Harvard University to all staff members in our school to implement in their 
own practice.

In addition to this, GWPS also works in partnership with The Melbourne School of Graduate Education 
- Melbourne University.   This partnership has enabled our staff to build their capacity in the area of 
providing students with effective feedback and feedforward, one of the most important elements of 
teaching and learning.   Melbourne School of Graduate Education is led by world renowned education 
consultant John Hattie, who uses research to support all aspect of his work.  

So as you can see, our School Philosophy continues to play a key role in the way we approach all 
aspects of teaching and learning.  Building our staffs’ knowledge and understanding of best practice 
is a key strategy in ensuring that our school remains a leader in the education community and an 
accredited member of the  Council of International Schools.  
Perhaps next time you have the chance to talk with your child’s teacher, you may ask them what they 
have been learning this year, you may find the response very interesting.  








