
	  

GLEN WAVERLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
AUGUST
22nd Multimedia Radio Excursion
23rd Sports Special Dress Day- Fundraiser
26th Year 4 Fathers Day Stall
27th Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 Father’s Day Stall
27th Smart 8
28-
30th

Year 4 Camp

28th JMSS Little Scientists
28th Prep Late Night

Year 1 Late Night
Year 2 Late Night

28- 
29th

Year 3, Year 5 and Year 6 Father’s Day Stall

30th Father’s Day Stall- All Year Levels
30th Year 6 Basketball Round Robin

Dear Members of the Glen Waverley Primary School Community,

I trust this edition of our school newsletter finds you and the members of your family well as we share 
more exciting news about our wonderful school. 

Hale Xian (Sammi) Chen
Unfortunately I commence this newsletter with the very sad news of the sudden passing of one of our 
school’s parents, Mrs. Xian (Sammi) Chen the mother of Chloe (now in Year 7) and Zen (Year 4). Sammi 
will be remembered as a very loving mother who absolutely adored her children and her family. She was 
extremely passionate about education and our school as a whole. I have very fond memories of Sammi 
discussing all things education, family and life in general as she picked the children up after school and will 
cherish this forever.

On behalf of the entire Glen Waverley PS community, our deepest condolences go to the Ji Quan (father), 
Chloe, Zen and their extended family as our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family during these 
most difficult times. 

Rest in Peace Sammi. 

Council of International Schools (CIS) Visit 
As I write this newsletter piece I do so after spending an entire week in another internationally accredited 
school, Essendon North Primary School who are about to undertake the process of being re-accredited. 

Throughout the week I noticed so many key attributes in both learning organisations that not only made 
me incredibly proud of our school but also of the fact that we are an internationally accredited school; 
these include a commitment to:

• Learning that has a global perspective
• Continuous improvement in all aspects of the 
 school
• A steadfast approach to whole school learning 
 and student wellbeing and
• Ensuring every student succeeds in all aspects 
 of their learning.

Last week also provided me with an opportunity to 
reflect on some aspects of our school where we go 
well beyond the expectation such as providing:
• A vast array of specialist learning programs 
 for the children – Art, Music, Mandarin, 
 Physical Education, Performing Arts, STEAM 
 and Multimedia 
• Extension (Innovation) programs in Art, 
 Music, Maths and Writing 
• Support programs in Reading Recovery and 
 Targeted Student Learning.
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CONT.

SEPTEMBER
3rd ICAS Digital Technologies
3rd Year 5 and 6 Interrelate Information Evening
5th ICAS Science
9th- 
12th

Year 6 Camp

10th ICAS Writing
12th-
13th

VSSS Rehearsal Excursion (Thursday and 
Friday)

12th ICAS Spelling
14th Victorian State School Spectacular 

Performance (Saturday)
16th School Council
17th ICAS English

Prep Transition (Session 1)
18th School Disco (evening)
19th ICAS Maths
20th Final Day of Term 3 (2:30pm Finish)

In terms of what is next in the CIS journey for 
our school, later this month the annual CIS 
Conference is being held and this year it is in 
Melbourne, hence I am very proud to announce 
that we will have some of our industrious 
children performing at the Opening Ceremony 
where they will be completing an Indian dance, 
Sri Lankan dance and Ria will sing a Chinese 
song. Thank you and well done to the following 
children and I look forward to sharing some 
photos in a few weeks’ time:

Sri Lankan Dancers: 
Year 1: Tharushi and Dinuli
Year 2: Dilu and Senuli
Year 3: Imansa, Thisari,, Lehara and Lavendra
Year 5: Sithuli
Year 6: Chamali, Thathya,, Shaloni and Sanuli

Indian Dancers: 
Year 2: Raavi and Ranveer
Year 3: Nimmer and Meher

Singing: 
Year 3: Ria 

Early next term, I have been asked to co-lead 
the CIS Accreditation Team at Brighton Primary 
School with educators from Tasmania, Northern 
Territory, Vietnam, Bali, Japan and Dubai as we 
work together to assist Brighton PS with their 
quest to be re-accredited. I look forward to 
sharing news from this visit in due course.  

Victorian Softball Team Fundraising Event – 
tomorrow! 
As reported in the previous newsletter, Julia 
(Year 6) has been selected to represent Victoria 
in the Australian Softball Championships and as 
a means of supporting her and her family, our 

school is hosting a fundraising event tomorrow. As Julia has qualified for a sporting event the children are 
asked to come to school wearing a sporting attire of their choice.

I look forward to sharing photos of this fundraising event in our next newsletter. 

	   UNIFORM	  SHOP	  
	  

Situated	  in	  the	  West	  Wing	  on	  the	  School	  Grounds	  
Open	  Monday	  between	  3.00	  –	  4.30	  pm	  
Wednesday	  between	  8:15	  –	  9:30	  

Closed	  Public	  Holidays	  and	  School	  Holidays	  
Orders	  may	  be	  left	  with	  the	  office	  

	  

SCHOOL	  LUNCH	  ORDERS	  
	  

Lunch	  orders	  are	  available	  from	  our	  service	  provider	  Balance	  Living	  
Catering	  five	  days	  a	  week.	  

Ordering	  is	  done	  through	  an	  online	  service,	  details	  of	  which	  are	  
available	  on	  our	  website	  or	  visit	  

http://www.balancedlivingcatering.com.au/	  
school-‐lunch-‐ordering.html	  

	  
	  	  



	  

Congratulations and well done to the following children for their outstanding achievements:

Drawing Competition
Recently Jenny (Year 2) entered the “Why is your brain amazing?” drawing competition as part of Brain 
Awareness week. I am extremely pleased and proud to report that from more than 1,200 entries, Jenny 
was shortlisted as a finalist and was awarded an Honourable Mention.

Well done and congratulations Jenny as this is a wonderful achievement – keep working hard on your 
artistic talents and we all look forward to seeing how you go at the next competition! 

Singing
Ria (Year 3) continues to make enormous inroads with her singing career. Recently she competed in the 
semi-finals of the Fast Track singing competition and I am thrilled to announce that she has qualified for the 
finals which are being held in September. As an added bonus, Ria was also featured in a recent edition of 
the DESI Community magazine, a copy of which is included for all to share.

Well done and congratulations Ria, we can’t wait to hear how you go in the final! 

RSPCA Fundraising event
Meher (Year 3) is committed to making a difference at every opportunity and recently she urged all of the 
members of our school community to donate their unwanted towels and blankets to the RSPCA in order 
to assist them in their quest to care for the animals. I am so pleased to report that our school community 
has donated 4 large boxes which will be sent to the RSPCA very shortly. Below is a thank you letter which 
Meher read at Monday’s assembly:

Good Morning GWPS, Teachers and Parents,

My name is Meher and about 3 weeks ago I spoke to you about supporting the RSPCA. I would like to 
give everyone a BIG thank you for your donations. Together as a school we have 3 full boxes of the items 
you have donated. Probably we can make 4. The collection of towels and blankets will stop this Friday 
and then over the weekend my dad and I will take the items to the RSPCA.

Again, I would like to give a big thank you to you and especially to Mr Catalano for organising the boxes. 
Thank you for listening. 

Congratulations, well done and thank you Meher as it is wonderful to see you undertake such a task and a 
sincere thank you to the families who were able to support this course.  



	  



	  

Musicianship
Kheenav (Year 5) has been learning how to play the violin for the past 18 months and recently he 
participated in an ensemble as he reported at Monday’s assembly:

On Saturday 17th August, I played violin as part of the Irish String ensemble at this year’s Monash Youth 
Festival competition. Our 34 member ensemble played “The Riches to Rags” and came second.

The best part for me was rehearsing and playing with my peers. We practiced synchronisation, listening 
to each other, taking cues from each other at the right pitch and tone.

At GWPS, we are fortunate to have a string ensemble as well as a band. I am grateful to Ms Wood and 
my violin teacher Mrs Bramble for giving me so many opportunities to practice playing with my peers.

In September, I will also play Minuet, as a solo violinist. 

Well done and congratulations Kheenav, we look forward to hearing how your musical careers develops. 

Raksha Bandhan
As an internationally accredited and multicultural school it is imperative that we continue to acknowledge 
our community’s significant events such as Raksha Bandhan. At Monday’s assembly, a number of children 
spoke about the importance of this traditional custom, below is an overview of what Aarush and Harnoor 
(Year 6) mentioned: 

Aarush: Sabhee ko suprabaat. Good morning all
Harnoor: My name is Harnoor and this is Aarush
Aarush: I am 1st gen Australian from Indian decent and I’m Hindu.
Harnoor: Each ethnic group has their own play on Raksha Bandhan and many other festival.
Aarush: Today we will be talking about Rakhri otherwise known as Raksha Bandhan
Harnoor: Raksha Bandhan is an Indian Festival in which the sister ties a Rakhi around their brothers or 
cousins asking for their assistance whenever the sister is in need.
Aarush: The brother then gives the sister something of value such as money or jewellery. The sister could 
then use that money or jewellery to buy something or save it for an emergency.
Harnoor: The person has to keep the Rakhi on until it falls off.
Harnoor: Now a story regarding the origin of Raksha Bandhan
Aarush: Once when Lord Krishna was young he managed to cut his finger while he was handling 
sugarcane.
Harnoor: Rukmini his queen immediately sent her help to get a cloth as a bandage 
Aarush: While Sathyabama his other consort rushed to bring some cloth herself
Harnoor: Draupadi who was watching all of this simply tore off a piece of her sari and bandaged his 
finger
Aarush: In return for this Krishna promised to protect her in a time of distress
Harnoor: The word he is said to have uttered is Akshyam which translates to, May it be infinite

Another Story

Aarush: When Rani Karnavati realised she could not defend her empire from the invasion from Gujarat 
she sent a Rakhi to Emperor Humayun of Delhi asking for assistance.
Harnoor: The Rakhi she sent symbolised the love between a brother and a sister. By tying a Rakhi the 
sister wishes good health, prosperity and well-being the brother.
Aarush: In return the brother gives something of value and promises to protect the sister whenever in 
need. In this case Emperor Humayun protected Karnavti by sending his army to defend her kingdom.
Aarush and Harnoor: Thank You for listening.



	  

National Gymnastics Championships 
Sayumi (Year 6) is an avid and high level gymnast who trains extensively at the Waverley Gymnastics Centre. 
Earlier this week she reported that once again, her team has qualified for the national championships 
which are being held on the Gold Coast during the September school holidays.

In order to qualify Sayumi undertook a very rigorous selection process which is extremely impressive, 
however what is even more impressive is that Sayumi had an injury to her foot and had to wear a moon 
boot for 6 weeks …. which was removed only one week prior to the selection process!

Well done and congratulations Sayumi - we look forward to hearing how you and your team goes in these 
most prestigious of events!  

Dr Gihan’s Visit
At Monday’s assembly we were once again very fortunate to have Dr Gihan (past student) present to the 
children. This time he spoke about the importance of exercise and the impact it has on our wellbeing. Dr 
Gihan will be back next term to lead another health challenge which will involve the children collecting data 
about their level of exercise – we certainly look forward to that! 

GWPS Knitting Club
For those who may not be aware, some of our parents and their toddlers are gathering in the Performing 
Arts room every Friday morning from 9 to approx. 11am to hold a “knitting club” where so much fun is had 
as they share lots of stories about their children and families whilst completing some knitting and enjoying 
a cup of tea/coffee and a biscuit or 2. 

If you would like participate, please contact Lulita on 0435 982 164 or simply come along every Friday 
morning as we would love to see lots more parents there!

 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy fortnight, 

Frank Catalano
Principal 



	  

Principal’s Learning Award
Congratulations to the following children who received a Principal’s Learning Award 
recently:

Prep A
• Stuti for writing a terrific narrative titled, “The Scary Witch” which is featured in the 
 Kids’ Corner 
 section of this newsletter 
• Arya for being a fabulous and very supportive friend 
• Yana, Emilia, Mehas, Kavya and Neha for working very hard to improve their writing 
 skills 

Prep C
• Duke for making the most amazing progress with his writing 
• Naksh for working extremely hard to improve his maths skills 

Prep E
• Viden for making outstanding progress with his reading

1A
• Shaya, Aanya, Manuthi, Vishan and Jacelyn for working very hard to improve their 
 writing skills

KID’S CORNER
The Scary Witch (Stuti, Prep A)

Once upon a time there was a little cat. She loved her owner. But one day she thought, “Let’s go 
for a walk!”

So they went for a walk, but when they were walking they saw a witch. They were soooooooo 
scared!

But then the witch said, “I’m your friend and you don’t have anything to be scared of” and then 
they were all friends.



Happy Birthday to the following students 
who celebrated their special day during 

the second half of August!  
Prep

Prep A: Janiru 
Prep B: Daiwik
Prep E: Aishwarya and Ryan

Year One
1A: Rachel and Dinuli
1B: Nathan
1E: Ryan and Guntas 

Year Two
2A: Sashmi and Nethuka 
2B: William and Ava
2E: Vikas

Year Three
3A: Krisha 
3B: Cyrus
3D: Anuram and Consuelo

Year Four
4A: Harsehaj
4B: Arjun
4D: Kaya

Year Five
5A: Akein 
5B: Shanza
5D: Tristan 
5E: Kevin and Ayan

Year Six
6A: Yug and Rehansa 
6B: Liam
6C: Anu
6D: Amelia and Karpaga 
6E: Katherine, Bhavesh, Ben 
       and Ravindu



As part of our location and transformation Math-
ematics unit, 2E used ‘Dash’ robots to test a set of 
instructions they had written using directional 
language. This enabled learners to see if their in-
structions were clear and  precise, along with uti-
lizing the coding skills they learnt in term 1. 

It was a struggle to get the 
instructions just right so the 
robot went the correct way 

 

I liked being able to 

transfer the skills  I 
learnt in coding to 

Maths 

 

It helped me build my 
understanding of  

directional language 

Learning Intention: 
To give accurate directions with precise 
directional language.  

Success Criteria: 
Identify directional language and symbols  
Describe the function of directional language and symbols  
Apply directional language in my instructions  
Reflect on the effectiveness of my instructions  

I challenged myself by 
using compass points in 

my directions. 



	  

Vocabulary is a strong indicator of student success   

One of the key indicators of students' success in school, and indeed, in life, is their vocabulary. The 
reason for this is simply that the knowledge anyone has about a topic is based on the vocabulary of that 
information (Marzano & Pickering, 2005).

In 2019, Glen Waverley Primary School has had a focus on vocabulary across the school. Each level 
the children have had explicit and robust instruction in vocabulary, to support their verbal and written 
communication. The explicit teaching of vocabulary allows students to access academic language and 
discourse, and facilitates their comprehension of increasingly complex texts, situations and collaboration.
Our Expanding Vocabulary strategies in our CAFÉ Reading, our Excellent Word Choice in VOICES for 
writing and our Spelling Inquiry Approach help build the knowledge of vocabulary meanings which affects 
children’s abilities to understand and use words appropriately during the language acts of listening, 
speaking, reading, mathematics, inquiry and writing. Such knowledge influences the complexities and 
nuances of children’s thinking, how they communicate in the oral and written languages, and how well they 
will understand.

Learners need to have a rich vocabulary that continually grows through language and literacy experiences, 
in order to comprehend and construct increasingly complex texts, and engage in oral language for a variety 
of purposes.

So how can you help your child build a strong vocabulary, 
perhaps consider using some of the suggestions.
 
Use Grown-Up Words in Normal Conversations
While you want your children to understand you, that doesn't mean you can't introduce "big" words into 
their vocabulary. Pepper your conversations with words your child probably won't understand, but ones 
you'd likely use in conversation with an adult. Be sure to encourage your children to ask for clarification 
when they don't understand something, and be prepared to pause and explain. They will pick up new 
words as you use them.

Let Your Child Tell the Story
Perhaps you read nightly to your child or take turns doing so. Of course, this is an excellent way to expand 
reading and vocabulary skills. However, on occasion, feel free to put the book down and ask your child to 
create a story to tell you. You may want to provide the setting (a pirate ship, for example) and a problem 
the characters must face (stranded on a haunted island). Then, let your child take the reins to wherever his 
or her imagination leads.

Be sure to ask rhetorical questions during the story in order to introduce new words and concepts. If your 
child says "The island was really hot," you could ask, "Was it a tropical island?" Make a point to use new 
words in regular conversations thereafter. Forcing them to articulate their ideas will have them reaching for 
new words, and you can also help them along with suggestions.

Converse Regularly
In the same vein as having them tell stories, one way to improve your young child's 
vocabulary is by simply talking more. Start conversations frequently. Kids constantly 
absorb everything they hear. The more they hear you speak, the more you can teach 
them. As children get older, give them a chance to speak more and practice their 
burgeoning vocabulary on you.

From Our Assistant Principal Helen Tomecek 
Building Authentic Vocabulary



	  

Play Word Games 
We all know about Scrabble, but there are a variety of other 
word games you can play with children. Several old-school 
favourites are Boggle, Hangman, and Apples to Apples. Further,
 seize on the value of your smartphone and use word games 
such as What's the Word, and Word Stack. Please use in 
limited amounts. 

Pay More Attention to Your Kids' Vocabulary
Take a proactive role. If you want your children's language skills to improve, take their vocabulary 
questions seriously. When they express curiosity about a word, be sure to teach the correct definition 
and pronunciation. Do your best to simplify definitions, but provide copious detail and examples. If you're 
asked, "What does 'gigantic' mean?" say more than just "big." Also provide a comparison: An elephant is 
"big" when compared to a person, but "gigantic" when compared to an ant.

Correct Mistakes with Care
It's natural for children to mispronounce or misuse new words. However, it's essential not to reprimand the 
mistakes. Rather, applaud your child's attempt, point out what they got right, and then review the proper 
way to use and or speak the word. The more fun and positive an experience, the more interested and able 
your children will be in expanding their vocabulary.

And Be Patient
You may need to repeat words and meanings multiple time before your child fully grasps the concept. This 
is completely normal, in fact, a child needs to hear a new word 4 to 12 times before it is added to their 
vocabulary.



On the 20th August Level 5 went on an excursion to CERES. This learning experience helped 5E in 
their journey to answer the inquiry question ‘How do cultural beliefs and practices influence 
dance?’ All of Level 5 participated in engaging and authentic dance workshops throughout the day 
and left with a deeper understanding of the role dance has in helping people globally to share sto-
ries, emotions and rituals.  

5E would like to share their reflections and deep thinking from the excursion... 

We enjoyed learning about different cultures like Aborigi-
nal Australian, African, Indian and Indonesian. We got to 
develop new knowledge about dances that I can transfer 
to create my own dance. The day inspired me to do more 
research on Pakistan’s national dance.—Ayan K.  

I liked the Indonesian dancing because the teacher was 
engaging. We moved our arms and head.—Frank Z.  

Cultures Around Me  - A Poem By Kudrat S. 

I Feel The Drums Of My Heart Beating Away. 

I Hear The Click Clacking Sound Of Clapsticks, 

As If They Were The Hands Of A Clock Ticking Away. 

I Smell The High Spirits Of My Peers Around Me. 

I Taste The Bright Colours Of Passion. 

I See The Particular And Precise Hand Movements Of 
The Dancers. 

The Indian dancing was my favourite because I could 
relate to the songs, especially the prayer songs.—Jivi R. 

I learnt Indonesian words and about Indonesia, did 
you know there are over 18,000 islands that make up 
Indonesia? Or that Jakarta is the capital city with a 
population of over 10 million people? - Kevin N. 



	  

Conjunctivitis is an infectious eye condition. A common condition affecting one or both 
eyes, that causes inflammation of the thin layer of tissue – the conjunctiva – that covers the 
front of the eye and inner surfaces of the eyelids. 

Conjunctivitis symptoms last from two days to three weeks, they include:
- Pink, bloodshot or puffy appearance of one or both eyes
- A pus-like or watery discharge from your eyes, which might make your child’s eyelids 
 stick together especially after waking
- A burning or gritty sensation in the eye, that can feel itchy

Conjunctivitis is easily spread by direct contact with discharge from the eyes, nose or throat 
of an infected person or by contaminated fingers touching shared objects such as pencils, 
tables or door handles. 

Limiting the spread of conjunctivitis:
- It’s important to wash your hands regularly, particularly after touching your eyes. It’s 
 best not to share pillows, towels and facecloths. 
- Children with conjunctivitis must be kept home from school or day care until the 
 discharge from their eyes has stopped. This will prevent the spread of infection to 
 other children.

Please see your GP or pharmacist for treatment options if you child presents with 
conjunctivitis symptoms. Please don’t hesitate to contact me on 9802 9938 or at the school 
office if you have any questions.

Warm regards, 

Kate Wright
School Nurse

A Health Message from Nurse Kate
Conjunctivitis



Monash Civic Centre 
293 Springvale Rd 
GLEN WAVERLEY 

Sat, Sept 7

Guests
Monash Public Library Service 
Monash Uni Education Student 
Robogals Monash 

1PM - 3PM

Book @ monashtoylibraries.com.au/events 

for little kids and BIG kids

1-2-3

Inspire and get a head-start on Science,  
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)  
open toy play and, help your child develop these  

skills at home, preschool and school. 

1 Adult $8, 2 Adults $10 +  
booking fee. Kids free. 

Go to website for event updates

Connecting you directly with vetted, 
suitably qualified, and insured, 

care and support workers.

Search. 
Connect. 

Book.

www.homecarersdirect.com.au

 

Innovative and Modern Guitar Program. 

- Over 20 years experience. 
- Modern guitar program with the use of one on one IPads in class. 
- Modern, classic and fun songs taught in guitar lessons.  
- Learn songs from Taylor Swift, AC/DC, Ed Sheeran etc.,                      
- Guitar lessons are easy to follow, modern and affordable. 

- Program written by Paul Varone. 

Guitar lessons are available for students from Grade 3 and above. If you would 
like more information, please call/sms Paul Varone on  0411 123 655 or email 
pvarone1@bigpond.com 

  
  
 

            -   Guitar Lessons is available during class time, lunch time or after school.

 
  

 

 
  

 

  
  

 
 

  
     

 

 Guitar Lessons 
Glen Waverley 
Primary School

      - Lesson day - Thursday or Friday.

- Group Lessons.

YOUR CHILDREN 
ARE AMAZING 
ALREADY. 
WE JUST HELP 
THEM PROVE IT. 
From Prep to Year 10, NumberWorks’nWords after-
school tuition brings out the best in Aussie students by:

•  tailoring lessons according to each individual’s needs

•  setting achievable goals and monitoring their progress

•  developing our own programmes using only qualified
Maths and English experts

Maths & English
FREE ASSESSMENT

BOOK NOW!

Glen Waverley Ph 9574 9964

numberworksnwords.com/au
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GLEN WAVERLEY COUGARS 
CRICKET CLUB

Affiliated with Inner South East Cricket (ISEC) and the Eastern Cricket Association (ECA)

PLAYERS WANTED!
U11’s, U13’s, U15’s and U17’s (Boys & Girls)

Senior Players

• Open to all abilities

• Coaching provided

• Mid-week training

• Friendly, fun & social clubhouse

• Junior Teams

• Senior & Veteran Teams

The Glen Waverley Cougars Cricket Club is a small, community orientated cricket club situated at 
Glen Waverley North Reserve, since 1959. We can provide all equipment to junior teams, so come 

down to one of our training sessions and get involved!

For more information feel free to contact Kris (details below) or keep an eye on our club website 
and Facebook page for more details.

www.cougars.net.au

The Glen Waverley Cougars are proudly sponsored by

KRIS LEWSCTHENKO - PRESIDENT

Email - kris.lewscthenko@yahoo.com.au

Glen Waverley Cougars
Cricket Club

YOUR CHILDREN 
ARE AMAZING 
ALREADY. 
WE JUST HELP 
THEM PROVE IT. 
From Prep to Year 10, NumberWorks’nWords after-
school tuition brings out the best in Aussie students by:

•  tailoring lessons according to each individual’s needs

•  setting achievable goals and monitoring their progress

•  developing our own programmes using only qualified
Maths and English experts

Maths & English
FREE ASSESSMENT

BOOK NOW!

Glen Waverley Ph 9574 9964

numberworksnwords.com/au


