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Important Dates 

5/11 Melbourne Cup Day Public 
Holiday 

14/11 Excursion to CERES 

11/12  ‘2020’ Day 

19/12 Class parties 

20/12 End of Term Four (Early 
dismissal at 1:30pm) 

Level One Newsletter 
Term 4, 2019 
Welcome back to our final term of the 2019 school year at Glen Waverley Primary 

School. We hope you’ve had a wonderful break and your children are ready to 

make new learning discoveries. The Level One team are excited and are 

anticipating a wonderful term of teaching and learning. 

As a part of the students’ learning, they have already began updating and 

refining their personalised goals. Our focus this term is to support the students 

with creating a personal ‘tool box’, preparing them for what’s to come this term 

and in Level Two next year! Additionally, Term Four is an opportunity for 

students to consolidate the knowledge and skills they’ve developed throughout 

the year, as well as explore additional learning areas across the Victorian 

Curriculum. In particular, Level One have been drawing connections between 

different curriculum areas alongside our Inquiry Science Unit. The upcoming 

excursion to CERES will also provide students with the opportunity to 

consolidate their knowledge about Earth’s resources and how it is used. 

On a final note, as we are a ‘Sun Smart’ school, students are required to wear 

hats during recess and lunch time. If you need to purchase a school hat for your 

child, these are available at our school’s uniform shop for you to do so. 

We have an exciting and busy term of learning planned for Level One. We have 

included some important dates you can add to your diary. 

The Level One team would like to thank you for your ongoing support. We look 

forward to an engaging Term Four of learning and successes! 

Lauren Anderson (Teaching and Learning Leader), Anna Meng 

(Assistant Teaching and Learning Leader), Robert Lou, Chris Di 

Stefano, Monique Kelly, Anna Punturere & Lyn Clugg. 



What you can do at 

home to support your 

child: 

 Listen to your child 
read every night and 
sign their diary. 

 Ask your child what 
they infer the  
purpose of the text 
they’re reading is, as 
well as justify their 
thinking. 

 During reading,  
discuss with your 
child to predict what 
will happen next, 
using evidence from 
the text. 

 If your child is stuck 
on a word, ask them 
what strategies they 
could use before 
helping them with 
decoding the  
vocabulary. 

 Have your child tell 
the steps that must 
be followed to  
complete an activity. 

Reading  & Speaking and Listening 

 

In Reading this term, students will be exploring procedural texts, analysing the language 

used and the purpose of precise verbs, as well as adjectives and adverbs. Students will 

make connections to previous text they have encountered and will compare similarities 

and differences between a range of procedural texts, including recipes, instructions and 

directions.  

 

In Speaking and Listening, students will complete various learning experiences, including 

creating an obstacle course and recording their directions using iPads. Using their  

recordings, students will then listen to their directions for accurate use of vocabulary so 

that they can be followed. Learning experiences like these allow students to build on 

their communication and listening skills. 

 

In Term Four, the following CAFÉ Reading strategies will be taught:  

  

- Determine the author’s purpose  

- Recognise and explain cause and effect  

- Questioning throughout the text 

- Predict and Infer 

- Make a mental image  

- Apply chunking to decode unfamiliar vocabulary 

- Apply new vocabulary to their speaking and writing 

 

 

Teachers have heard each student read in conferences and provided feedback on each 

student’s progress, achievement, as well as feed-forward. From these conferences, new 

personalised reading goals will be set that tailor to the students’ needs based on the  

areas of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. Along with a new 

goal, students will have a range of strategies that they will be able to apply independently 

to continually develop their skills as a reader. 

 

To assist each student to develop their personalised reading goals, it is expected that a 

book is taken home from an appropriate level instructed by the teacher. Each day, the 

title of the book read should be recorded in your child’s diary and initialled by a parent/

guardian after it has been read. To support your child, parents can listen to their child 

read and ask questions about the text that relate to our Term Four focus in CAFÉ, in  

conjunction with the child’s personalised reading goal.  

  



  

 

Students will begin the term by identifying the various types of procedural texts that we 
encounter in everyday life and learning about the different features of this text type. 
Students will learn about the importance of being an expert of a particular topic, as well as 
the conventions of procedural writing, such as including an aim, equipment/ingredients and 
method. Students will learn the benefit of using clear and precise vocabulary such as using 
imperative verbs and adverbs to ensure the reader will know exactly what to do. 
 
The challenge for students will be to imagine himself or herself as the reader and ensure 
that each instruction is in a logical sequence and can be easily interpreted. We will also 
continue to use the VOICES strategies: Voice, Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent 
Word Choice and Sentence Fluency to enhance the students writing. 
 
Students will be explicitly taught the following VOICES strategies in Term Four:  
Organisation 

- Ideas are communicated in sequential order  

- Use a diagram to support my ideas 

- Use transitional words  

- Follow appropriate writing structure  

- Accurate use of titles and headings 

Ideas 

- Choose a clear and narrow topic 

Conventions 

- Use of a capital letter to signify the beginning of a sentence 

- Use a full stop to end a sentence 

Excellent word choice 

- Using powerful verbs and adjectives  

Sentence Fluency 

- Use of sequence words  

- Use sentences that begin in a different way  

 
In addition to our focus on Procedural Texts, Level one student will refine their skills as 
authors by choosing writing goals. Setting these goals includes one on one conferences with 
their classroom teacher where they discuss the students’ unique strengths and set an 
achievable goal to apply during writing sessions.  
 
Students will have multiple opportunities to focus on their writing goal through ‘Free Choice 
Writing’ and sustained writing workshops where students will have the opportunity to 
choose personalised text types and move through the writing process. This will give students 
the opportunity to consolidate and review the various text types they have been exposed to 
throughout the year.  

Writing 

  

To  further support your child's  

writing skills at home you can 

encourage your child to write:  

 Write a procedure for your 

child/ren to follow. For  

example, ‘How to Set the 

Table for Dinner’ or ‘How to 

Make Your Lunch’, or ask 

them to write a procedure 

for you to follow. 

 Find a recipe that you can 

follow with your child. Ask 

them to tune into the  

interesting verbs used within 

the text. 

 Model to your child/ren of 

the correct formation, sizing 

and placement of letters. For 

children that struggle with 

this area of learning, writing 

letters in the air or copying a 

letter from a correct model is 

helpful. 

 Provide opportunities daily 

for your child/ren to practise 

their fine motor skills, such 

as pegging clothes on the 

clothesline, playing with play 

dough, cutting a piece of 

paper or placing coins into a 

piggy bank. 

 Discuss new words and 

brainstorm synonyms with 

your child. 



  

Mathematics 
In Term Four of Mathematics, students will be extending their understanding of the numerous mathematical concepts and ideas 

within the three curriculum content areas, Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Our 

Glen Waverley Whole School Approach to Mathematics, SURF (Problem Solving, Understanding,  

Reasoning and Fluency), will continue to serve as the framework underpinning the learning that occurs. Through our  

proficiency-based approach, students will be challenged to identify strategies, explain their thinking and justify their  

chosen approach, in order to deepen their mathematical skills and knowledge. Classroom learning will involve ‘Maths Talks’, where 

students openly share strategies and misconceptions, and a combination of independent and collaborative tasks where students can 

work towards their personalised goals. 

 

Students will commence the term by exploring Location and Transformation. Level One will be applying the vocabulary of location to 

create directions to familiar places, and then challenged to reflect on the clarity and precision of their  

instructions. In Transformation, students will be investigating flips, slides and turns, by manipulating objects in their  

surrounding environment and through the support of digital technology.  

 

Next, students will be delving into Area. Students will be scaffolded, as they explore informal strategies for measuring area and uti-

lising these units to draw comparisons, before tackling the formal, abstract representation of area, as length  

multiplied by width. At home, there would be immense value, in familiarising students with the use of rulers and the  

language we use when comparing measurements, e.g. “This pencil is longer/shorter than…., This piece of paper has a  

larger/smaller area than…” 

 

Shifting through to Number and Algebra, students will be developing their understanding of Multiplication and Division with a strong 

link to the mathematics “Big Idea” of Multiplicative Thinking. We will be exploring various concrete and  

pictorial strategies for representing these operations. Students will be drawing upon the counting strategies they  

developed throughout the year, when modelling the grouping and sharing, the principles that underpin multiplication and division. 

This understanding will then bridge towards visually representing grouping and sharing, and the creation of  

arrays. Finally, in terms of the abstract, students will investigate repeated addition and how it connects to the concrete and pictorial 

strategies discussed above.  

 

Finally, Level One will conclude the year’s learning by revisiting the “Big Ideas” in mathematics, in particular, “Trust the Count” and 

“Place Value.” “Trust the Count” refers to students confidently utilising a diverse range of effective strategies to count and represent 

collections of objects accurately. Utilising tools such as counters, tens-frames, hundreds charts and subitising cards, students will be 

provided myriad opportunities to expand their repertoire of counting strategies. “Place Value” refers to developing the capacity to 

think flexibly about numbers and manipulate them effectively when problem solving. By revisiting strategies like making bundles of 

ten, utilising MAB blocks and number lines, students will continue to enhance their understanding of the ‘base-ten’ place value sys-

tem, and how it can support efficiency when challenge with problems that involve counting and the four operations.  

 

What you can do to support your child’s Mathematics learning at home: 

 Discuss directions when visiting new places. Challenge your child to articulate the route they use,  such as to and from school, as 

well as other sites. 

 Practise multiplication and division facts to build your child’s fluency. Challenge your child to represent the two  

concepts using concrete materials, pictorials and abstract forms. 

 Discuss number and counting strategies by employing questions like “How many are there? What are the different ways  you 

can represent this number?”, we can foster the students’ capacity to confidently and flexibly manipulate numbers during  

problem solving. 



During Term Four, the Year One students are exploring 

their Inquiry unit on Earth’s Resources, focusing on the 

question, “What resources do we use and value?” This 

unit of study requires the students to use their 

metacognition and focus on the ethical capability 

about understanding the importance of earth’s 

resources, where they come from and how to preserve 

them. Through investigation, the students are engaged 

in collaboration, asking deep thought-provoking 

questions and learning new information. By using a 

variety of resources and interactive devices, the 

students’ partake in hands on learning experiences to 

deepen their understanding of the topic. 

Inquiry 

  

As part of Glen Waverley Primary School’s Global Education, 

Global Goal Number Six, “Clean Water and Sanitation”, will 

drive a facilitated journey for the students to explore water 

as one of earth’s precious resources. Through exploring this 

Global Goal, they will conduct experiments to learn about 

the water cycle, using Science Inquiry skills such as 

‘predicting, observing and explaining’. As Global Citizens, we 

continue our learning by making connections to other 

countries and places in the world that do not have an 

accessible or adequate water supply, exploring global issues 

such as access to clean water and toilets.  

 

Through investigation, this unit will allow the students to 

develop gratitude for the resources earth provides and 

promote empathy for those around the world who do not 

have the same access to them as we do in Australia.  

 

What you can do to support your child’s Inquiry learning at 

home: 

 Ask your child about their what they “took away” from 

their learning in the classroom. 

 Discuss possible changes you and your family might 

make to help us a whole school community to achieve 

Global Goal number six “Clean Water and Sanitation”.  

  



‘You Can Do It’ 
As a part of our ‘You Can Do It’ learning, students will continue to explore 
strategies linking to our school values of ‘Respect, Initiative, Integrity and 
Global Empathy’. In addition, the 2019 foci are also on the forefront of our 
teaching and learning within this space. Students will reflect on their personal 
goal and update it according to their areas of learning for the term. These goals 
can be applied within the learning space, as well as transferred into day-to-day 
contexts. 

 

We have also drawn connections to our inquiry unit by building students’ 

mindfulness towards global empathy and gratitude for the resources we have 

ready access to. These links allow for deep learning to occur, as well as 

opportunities for students to explore authentic learning opportunities in the 

classroom. 

Handwriting 

An important area of criteria for students who are achieving 12 to 18 months ahead is 
the ability to write words and sentences legibly using unjoined upper- and lower-case 
letters. Research suggests that developing an automated personal handwritten script 
is a contributing element to writing success. To free up the cognitive demands  
required when writing an imaginative text, handwriting skills need to become an  
automatic process through deliberate and repeated practice. 
 
Through the term, we will be reviewing and revising correct directionality and  
placement of all uppercase and lower case letters and providing learners with the 
opportunity to strengthen their fine motor muscles in a variety of ways.  

What you can to do support 
your child’s social-emotional 
learning at home: 

To complement what we’ll be 
learning at school and support 
your child’s learning, you may 
choose to initiate discussions 
with your child about how they 
demonstrated effective team 
work and independence within 
their learning. Furthermore,  
asking them about what actions 
they took towards achieving their 
personal goal inside and outside 
of the classroom.  



Spelling Inquiry 

At GWPS, we value spelling as a tool for enhancing reading and writing skills. When students 
spell words, they need to draw on four forms of spelling knowledge, these being:  

 Phonology - how words sound 

 Visual - how words look 

 Morphology - parts within words that signify meaning, grammar 

 Etymology - the historical, cultural origin of words. 

 
Through the spelling inquiry process, we aim to develop students who have a deep understand-
ing of the importance of learning about words and their parts in order to spell a variety of 
words with accuracy. 
In term four, we focus on exploring spelling misconceptions or new vocabulary in a variety of 
ways, such as: 
  

 Defining the word 

 Breaking it into syllables 

 Listing synonyms/antonyms of the word 

 Identifying the root word 

 Adding or removing prefixes to change the meaning 

 Using the word in a meaningful way 
 

What you can to do support 
your child’s spelling learning at 
home: 

 Ensure your child completes 
the ‘Look, Say, Name, Cover, 
Write, Check’ Home  
Learning experience each 
evening. 

 Challenge your child to  
predict the meaning of  
unfamiliar vocabulary they 
come across during reading. 
After predicting, use a  
dictionary to find the actual 
meaning of the word. 

 To complement the learning 
discovery your child makes 
about a new word, challenge 
them  to apply their learning 
by creating a meaningful 
sentence with it.  
Alternatively, write a story 
using it! 


