
 
 
 

Important 
Dates 
 
Interrelate 
31st October 
7th November 
 
Melbourne Cup 
Public Holiday  
5th November  
 
Male School 
Captains 
candidates present 
speeches  

11th November  
 
Vote for 2020 
Male School 
Captain 
11th November 
 
Female School 
Captain candidates 
present speeches  
18th November  
 
Vote for 2020 
Female School 
Captain  
18th November  
 

Mini Beasts 
Incursion  
20th November  
 
House and 
Curriculum 
Applications Due  
25th November  
 

 
Level Five Newsletter 
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Welcome 
We would like to extend our warm welcome to all new and returning families to our 
wonderful school community. It is that time of the year, when we wonder where the last three 
terms have gone and cannot believe we only have a few weeks left with our lovely learners. 
Although summer holidays are just around the corner, we are excited to share with you a 
snapshot of the productive term ahead of us filled with lots of learning.  
 

Curriculum 
 

Literacy 
During this unit, students will reflect on their personal 
positive qualities and experiences that would make them 
a suitable candidate for a leadership position. They will 
apply this understanding of themselves to create writing 
that is ‘engaging, honest and reveals the person behind 
it.’ Further to this, they will analyse famous historical 
speeches that will guide their own ideas and structures 
when creating their own speech. In Reading, learners will 
perform deep analysis of texts by using their knowledge 
of themes such as; Courage, Friendship and War. They will analyse written and visual texts and 
explore how the author uses the characters and the plot to establish a specific theme.  
 
As a school we have a great focus on vocabulary in our classrooms. Therefore, we often ask 
students the question, “What purposeful word have you used in your writing and what 
impact does it have?” Below are some examples of student responses.  
 
 
Nuoyan: The word sphere makes the reader inference that I’m writing about the world.  
Keyuri: The word masquerading emphasises the idea of being fake. 
Adhyan: The word famished builds empathy in the reader.  
Zak: The word smoggy helps the reader visualise the setting.  
Prathamesh: The word vandalising exaggerates the action of the character in the story.  
 
 

What can you do at home? 
Share a job/university application with your child. Discuss the formal language that has been used. Explore what 
makes the author stand out in this application. In addition, encourage your children to use precise language when 
they are describing or explaining something.  

 

Vocabulary focus 
Effort, Passionate, Committed, 

Embracing, Representative, 
Opportunity, Demonstrated, 
Approachable, Captivating, 

Organised, Leadership, Values 
 



New Families 
Information 
Session  
3rd December  
 
2020 Captains 
Announced  
9th December  
 
2020 Day  
11th December 
 
Last Day of 
Term  
20th December  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
This term in Mathematics, students will be learning about 
probability, geometric reasoning with angles as well as 
algebraic thinking and problem solving. In Chance and 
Probability, students will explore different sample sizes in 
probability experiments and use appropriate language and 
numerical values to express possible outcomes. Students 
will form connections with real life applications 
by analysing strategies within games and also design their 
own probability scenarios. We will also have a significant 
focus on visual and numerical pattern-making, the order of 
operations and extend students’ understanding of 
equivalences and variables with algebraic thinking.   

 
 

What you can do at home? 
Have conversations with your child about the mathematics you use 
each day. Have discussions while shopping, cooking, going on trips, 
watching sport, playing games etc.  

 

For examples of activities or further information please visit the link 
below (Page 47 – 53).  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/li
teracy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf  

Inquiry   
This term students are focusing on exploring the question, ‘How do 
consumer choices impact the world around us?’ by further developing their 
understanding of chemical substances. They are consolidating their 
knowledge through a variety of hands on experiments and real life 
connections. By the end of the term, students will become familiar with the 
United Nations Global Goals, specifically goal number 12, ‘Responsible 
Consumption and Production’. Learners will participate in the ‘Mini Boss’ 
incursion, where they will observe and analyse the reactions chemicals 
create when mixed together. Using this, they will transfer their learning into 
designing an environmentally friendly product for their household!   

 
 

What you can do at home? 

Prompt students to investigate the ingredients of everyday 
products and identify those that might be harmful to the 
environment, animals and/or humans. Take this further and 
spend some time researching these products! This will 
allow students to make conscious choices about the 

products they use.  
 
 

 
 

Vocabulary focus 

Chance, Probability, Sample size, 
Outcome, Trial, Independent and 
Dependent events, Parenthesis, 

Exponents, Variables, Coefficient, 
Constant, Equivalence, Balance 

Vocabulary focus 
Reversible, Irreversible, 

Matter, Molecules, 
Chemical Reaction, Physical 

Reaction, Substance, 
Hypothesis, Catalist  

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/literacy/LiteracyandNumeracyTipstoHelpYourChild_Final.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
At Glen Waverley PS we all know how valuable reflection is. Research tells us that reflecting is 
vital for our improvement. It is a process of questioning, in a positive way, what we do and 
why we do it, and then deciding whether there is a better way of completing the task in the 
future.   
 
 At the start of this term, we asked year 5 students to reflect on their Term 3 struggles and 
successes.  

 
 

“I experienced growth in writing, by speaking and sharing 
confidently. I had productive struggle when using describing 
words in poetry, this led me to using new words in my 
writing.” – Rusandi  

 

 
“I struggled with reflections because I didn’t know how to do 
them properly. When I reflect now, I think about what 
challenges me and what strategies I can use to improve.” 
 – Angus 

 
 
“I mostly struggled to make friends because I’’m new to the 
school. I now try to be talkative and ask questions to try find 
things in common with the other person. – Adhiraj   
 
 
 

 

 

Social and Emotional Learning 
As students undertake opportunities to apply for 2020 captaincy and leadership positions this 
term, there is no doubt that a surge of emotions will arise. This is an important time for students 
to hone in on developing strategies to build their resilience, deal with anxiety and overcome 
disappointment.   
 
Using the ‘You Can Do It’ program as a springboard, students will dive into ways of thinking and 
feeling that can promote growth mindsets and confidence. This involves generating an 
understanding of how positive self-talk can improve achievement and forming phrases that 
highlight strengths, effort and opportunities. In addition to building resilience and strategies for 
self-managing emotional responses, students will indubitably have to practice organising their 
time, tasks and deadlines flexibly and effectively to achieve success this term.   
 
Level 5 Team 
Jeff Chen,  Ivana Krsteska, Claire Disseldorp, Celia Williamson, Kirstin Daws and Kylie Bailey  


