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Welcome Back! 

Welcome to Term Four! Reflecting upon our learning journey this year, the 
Prep teachers are so proud of the incredible progress and learning stamina 
our learners consistently show.  
 
We look forward to guiding our Prep learners through the final chapter of 
their first year of school and thank you warmly for all of your support and 
encouragement both of us and your children—it really is a ‘team effort’! 
 

Daily Essentials 
Morning Supervision of Prep learners 

We wish to thank you, our fantastic families, for bringing your children to 
school punctually on a daily basis. It really does set your child up for 
success. Thank you also for ensuring that your children are safely 
supervised outside until the bell rings so that teachers can ensure rigorous 
learning experiences are appropriately set up for the day. 

Hats and Drink Bottles 

During Term One and Term Four, all GWPS learners are required to wear 
their hat when playing or learning outside. It is also helpful for learners to 
have a full drink bottle packed in their bag for the warmer summer 
weather, in order to keep well hydrated for health and optimum learning. 

Reader Bags and Diaries 

Prep learners should bring their reader bag to school each day. This will 
allow teachers to place important notices, letters or other school 
information for your child to take home. Please check your child’s reader 
bag every day after school to ensure you are receiving updates regularly.  
 
Our aim in Prep is to foster a lifelong love of reading. Always remember to 
praise your child’s efforts. Students need to change their reader every day 
and record the title of the book in their diary. All readers and diaries 
should be kept in reader bags to avoid damage or loss. 

Magic Word Book 
Prep learners also take home a Magic Word Book. This includes part of the 
100 most commonly occurring words in English and is essential to every 
student's reading success. It improves their reading, fluency, 
comprehension and helps them to feel confident with reading. Please 
encourage your child to practise their Magic Words everyday.  
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TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 
Mon 4th February - Fri 5th April  

Term 2 

Tue 23rd April - Fri 28th June 

Term 3 

Mon 15th July - Fri 20th September 

Term 4 

Mon 7th October - Fri 20th December 

 

KEY DATES TERM 4 2019 

1st November Fire Incursion  

Session One 

8th November Fire Incursion  

Session  Two 

14th-15th November Hands On 

Science Incursion 

6th December Prep Prom 

11th December 2020 Day 

19th December Class Parties  

20th December Final Day of 

School  

 



 

Reading 

This term in Reading, Prep learners will continue to deeply analyse and apply the CAFÉ Whole School  
Approach to Reading. We will begin with a focus on reading expectations and the qualities and strategies 
that help to build successful readers. Prep learners will review what ‘Good Fit’ books are and will ensure that 
they have texts in their individual book boxes which reflect the personalised stage of their learning journey. 
These books will promote independence in reading while still creating challenge where the various CAFÉ 
strategies can be applied to decode unknown words. Throughout the term, the following strategies will be 
explicitly taught through mini lessons and practised during independent reading and 1:1 conferences: 
 
C - Comprehension – ‘Checking for Understanding’ – as the learners read they will stop several times and 
check that they know what they are reading about; ‘Inferring using past experiences and text clues’; 
Compare and contrast during reading – how is something (or events) alike or different?; Predict what will 
happen in the text and confirm; Identify the main idea in the story. 
 
A – Accuracy - Using ‘beginning, middle and end sounds’; ‘Stretching the word out and blending the word 
together’; ‘Chunking the parts you know together’. 
 
F- Fluency – ‘Voracious reading’ – being a very enthusiastic reader and using the appropriate pace; ‘Paying 
attention to punctuation to enhance phrasing and smoothness of reading’; ‘Showing the meaning or feeling 
of the text in how it is read’. 
 
E- Expanding Vocabulary – ‘Tuning into interesting words’; ‘Using new vocabulary in speaking and writing.’ 
 
Prep learners will also continue to participate in individual reading conferences with their teachers where 
reading goals will be set for the students to work on when reading independently.  
 
We are extremely proud of our learners and the enormous development they have demonstrated in their 
reading throughout the first three terms. We are looking forward to our Preps further extending their 
reading capabilities throughout Term Four. 
 
 
Strategies to support your child: 

Continue to question your children before, during and after reading texts. It is extremely important that 
the students are understanding what they are reading. Encourage your children to retell up to five 
main events in sequential order. 

 
Read books with your children. Take it in turns to read parts of the story with your child so that you can 

model fluent and expressive reading.  
 
Point out any interesting words you come across in books or in the environment to assist with building 

their reading and writing vocabulary. Encourage them to ‘chunk parts they know together’ to assist 
them with decoding the syllables in new words.  

 

Curriculum 



 

Writing 
This term, the writing program will be made up of the following areas: 
Personal writing: 
Prep learners will continue to undertake challenging opportunities in 
Writing this semester. They will further build their skills as writers through 
deep investigation and application of the whole school approach of VOICES: 
V – Author’s Voice   O – Organisation  I – Ideas   C – Conventions     
E – Excellent Word Choice   S – Sentence Fluency 
This term Prep learners will be writing Poetry, Songs, Invitations, Narratives 
and Information Reports. Core elements of VOICES, which will be explicitly 
taught, are Excellent Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions and 
Organisation. The focus this term will be learners using rhyme and 
repetition, using details that draw on the five senses and writing according 
to the correct structure. Prep learners will engage in writing conferences 
with their teacher to ensure personalised learning and development of 
specific goals relevant to their individual needs. Prep learners will actively 
work on these goals throughout the term. They will also have the 
opportunity to share their writing with their peers, receiving feedback 
regarding their achievements and what they can improve for next time.  
Spelling Inquiry: 
Prep learners will continue to investigate letters and identify the different 
sounds they make individually and as letter groups, to form sound patterns. 
Specific foci to be targeted and extended this term include word meaning, 
sound and related words, synonyms, syllables, pronunciation and suffixes. 
Prep learners will apply this letter knowledge to their personal writing to 
assist them with spelling previously unknown words. Learners will also take 
part in spelling inquiries where they will investigate and record words and 
patterns using resources, such as word lists, their reading books and iPads. 
They will practise spelling high frequency words, including their Magic 
Words and the vocabulary they use frequently in their personal writing, 
using the Look, Say, Name, Cover, Write, Check approach.   
 Handwriting: 
Prep learners will also continue to consolidate accurate letter formation 
using the unjoined Victorian Modern Cursive script. They will take part in 
mini lessons, which will explicitly review the formation of both upper and 
lower case letters as well as the correct formation of numerals. Focus will 
also be on correct letter placement on the dotted thirds lines used in the 
Foundation years.  
 Strategies to support your child: 
·      Support your child to write longer words accurately by encouraging 

them to say the word slowly, spelling one syllable at a time. 

·     Ensure you provide your child with plenty of ‘real-life’ opportunities to 

write at home for them to see the fun and purpose in writing – for 

example, a thankyou note to a friend for a playdate or a story for a 

brother or sister. 

·      Discuss your child’s writing with them. What are they proud of?    
       What’s something they think they need to learn more about?   

 
 

 

Curriculum 



Speaking & Listening 

In Speaking and Listening, Prep learners will continue to explore this important skill in many 
different ways through all areas of the curriculum. Some of the formal ways your child may 
interact in Speaking and Listening include class presentations, roleplays or creations and 
video tutorials on Seesaw. Some of the informal ways teachers engage learners in Speaking 
and Listening are class discussions with peers, team-building exercises and mimicking 
rhymes. Weekly, learners will be involved in peer to peer ‘TAG’ conferences in which they 
will have the opportunity to be both the speaker and listener. The listener will have the  

opportunity to: 

T- Tell the speaker something positive about their learning  

A-Ask them a question 

G- Give them some feedback 

Strategies to support your child: 
 Encourage your child to ask questions to family members about their day in the  
      evening, using sentence starters such as the five Ws (Who, What, When, Where and  
      Why). 
 Praise your child for displaying Whole Body Listening behaviours (eyes looking, lips 

closed, body directed towards the speaker). 
 Provide your child with a range of speaking opportunities at home and in your local 

community to build their confidence. 

Curriculum 

 

Strategies to support your child: 

 Discuss with your child what went well today with their learning 
and interactions with peers. 

 Ask your child; What school value did you transfer into the play-
ground today? 

 Encourage family to talk about personal experiences of how they 
were resilient to  support learners to build their strategies. 

Social and Emotional Learning 

Focus: Confidence and Resilience 
In Prep this Term, the Prep learners will explore working  
collaboratively through formal and informal learning experiences.  
They will be encouraged to explore positive self-talk to enable them  
to grow in confidence and resilience. We will also be  
delving deeper into our school values; Respect, Integrity, Initiative  
and Global Empathy. 



 

Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquiry 
 Term Four in Inquiry is a very exciting time for your Prep child’s 
 learning. Our unit this term focusses on creating a Prep Prom -  
celebrating the milestone of completing their first year of schooling. 
They will be looking into Cultural Celebrations with a focus of our 
Global Goal of Quality Education. Preps will learn about performance 
elements, such as dance, song, costume, lighting and sound – then use 
this learning to create their own performance. This Term we will be 
looking at Light and Sound as our science topic. We will conduct scien-
tific inquiries into light and sound, and apply this to our own perfor-
mance, to help improve the audience experience. Prep learners will 
explore choreography and song writing, as they create a performance 
that communicates an experience of their first year at school. 
 
Strategies to support your child at home: 
 Visit the local library and read non fiction texts about light and 

sound. 
 Make a rainbow with your child—you can investigate light by  
         shining light through water. All you need is a flashlight, a plain  
         clear glass and a piece of white paper. Dim the lights and fill the 
         glass to the brim with plain water. 

Curriculum 
Throughout Term Four, Prep students will continue to learn 
through our Whole School Approach to Mathematics SURF to de-
velop Problem Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency. 
Prep learners will also continue to work on personal-
ised mathematics goals based on their individual needs. In Term 
Four, Prep learners will investigate topics such as Money, Sharing 
and Measurement. Whilst exploring money, Prep learners will  
investigate the features and value of notes and coins and also the 
purpose of money. During our unit of ‘Sharing’ they will investi-
gate effective ways of sharing through various methods. They will 
also revisit the processes and concepts related to  
Addition and Subtraction. Learners will continue to build their 
skills at representing their mathematical thinking through con-
crete, pictorial and abstract methods through a range of hands-on 
experiences.   
  

Strategies to support your child at home: 

 At the Supermarket explain to your child how items are priced 
and that you can get cheaper or more expensive versions of the 
same product. This is also an opportunity to discuss how you 
can shop around for the best price. 

 Encourage your child to assist when sharing amongst their 
friends and family. For example; sharing strawberries equally 
amongst the family 

 Compare and contrast the capacity of containers by filling them 
each with water and seeing if they can hold the same, less or 
more. 


