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Level One 

Newsletter 
Term 2, 2019 
Welcome back to another wonderful term at Glen Waverley Primary School, and to 

the many new families who have joined our school community this term, we 

extended a huge and warm welcome to you all. We hope you had a fabulous 

holiday and your children are ready for a productive and enjoyable term.  

Term Two is certainly busy! This provides a lot of new and exciting learning 

opportunities for your child to continue achieving amazing gains and further build 

independence. Throughout the term, we will be exploring the importance of taking 

care of our environment. We will be integrating this Inquiry focus into our Literacy 

and Mathematics units, as well as going on an exciting excursion to Moonlit 

Sanctuary Wildlife Conservation Park. 

Connecting our inquiry unit to other learning areas will help students gain a deeper 

understanding of our environment, the importance of its elements, as well as 

provide a variety of different learning experiences.  

Level One teachers will be working one-on-one with each student to create 

personalised goals that are targeted at an individual area of need. Personalised 

learning goals are the behaviours, knowledge and understanding that students 

identify as important to their learning. Personal learning goals are about improving 

students’ learning and achievement, as well as building a deep capacity to learn. 

The students will become active participants in the learning process, empowering 

them to become independent learners and motivated to achieve their full 

potential. 

We will also incorporate Glen Waverley Primary School’s three foci, ‘Evidence in 

Learning’, ‘Healthy Connections’ and ‘Self Regulation’ Into all aspects of our 

learning. We have included some important dates you can add to your diary, so 

that you can keep track of what is happening in Level One this term. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support! 

Lauren Anderson (Teaching and Learning Leader), Anna Meng 

(Assistant Teaching and Learning Leader), Robert Lou, Chris Di 

Stefano, Monique Kelly, Anna Punturere & Lyn Clugg. 

 



Reading 
Our Reading sessions in Level One will continue to deepen understandings of 

traits in CAFÉ Reading. CAFÉ emphasises the importance of Comprehension, 

alongside Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. The students have 

all been given an individual reading goal with an appropriate strategy to 

achieve their goal.  

This term we are linking  Reading closely to our environment unit of  

inquiry. Students will become familiar with non-fiction texts to learn  

information about our inquiry unit and will give the students an opportunity 

to pursue their interests in their own environmental topic. Some of the  

strategies that we will be learning in our reading sessions this term are:   

· Identifying the features of non-fiction and fiction texts 

· Check for understanding 

· Making a mental image  

· Re-reading for fluency 

· Summarising 

· Use main idea and supporting details to determine importance 

· Retell the story in sequence 

  

To compliment CAFÉ, each child is expected to have a take home book (new 

books have been added recently for a larger variety of choice) to practice 

their  

independent reading skills at home. To compliment our Reading foci, you 

might like to use the  following strategies at home:  

 Read/view various non-fiction text types (For example; documentaries, 

‘Behind the News’ videos, brochures). For further information of ‘Behind 

the News’, access the following link: https://www.abc.net.au/btn/. 

 Encourage your child to apply their prior knowledge of non-fiction texts 

towards exploring and borrowing these texts from y0ur local library 

 Discuss the features of non-fiction books when reading at home, such as 

titles, subtitles, diagrams and glossaries 

 
Happy reading!  

  

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/


  

 

In Term Two, Level One students will continue to develop and transfer their 

knowledge from Reading to their writing pieces, as well as explore the elements 

of ‘VOICES’ at a deeper level. These include: 

 

· Follow appropriate writing structure 

· Accurate use of titles and headings 

· Using various graphic organisers to support pre-writing/planning 

· Use sentences that begin in a different way 

· Using powerful verbs and adjectives 

 

In doing so, students will be able to create their own quality writing pieces and 

develop their skills as an author. In conjunction with building their writing stamina 

with their Environments Inquiry unit, the students will learn how to apply the 

features of non-fiction texts to create an information report based on their 

chosen topic. They will use graphic organisers to begin to categorise information 

using subheadings, diagrams and paragraphs. 

 

In Level One, we have also begun implementing opportunities for Spelling 

Inquiry, as well as targeted spelling focus lessons to expand on our knowledge of 

the English vocabulary. Students have been going on Scavenger Hunts on a 

weekly basis in line with the spelling focus for the week, exploring spelling 

generalisations and exceptions to these tasks. We will be utilising the Reading 

Eggs program to assign Home Learning that is linked directly to the learning 

program being implemented in the classroom.  

 

It has been stellar to see the curiosity and enthusiasm across Level One in this 

learning area and we look forward to seeing how these experiences will continue 

Writing 

  

Speaking and Listening 
 
Throughout Term Two, students will be provided with numerous opportunities 
to build on their Speaking and Listening skills. Opportunities to build effective 
communication and active listening  will be implemented and further  
consolidated within many collaborative learning opportunities across the  
curriculum. This includes students exploring and learning to apply mindful verbal 
communication skills, as well as ‘Talk Moves’ to illustrate their thinking in a  
respectful manner. In turn, demonstrating attentive listening during learning 
discussions using respectful body language. 

 

To support your child's  

writing skills at home you can 

encourage your child to write:  

-Shopping lists 

-Keep a reflective diary 

-Create a schedule or calendar of 

important times throughout their 

day, week and year. Explore the 

durations of how long different 

events/activities take 

-Create their own non-fiction 

texts about a topic they are curi-

ous about 

-’Lightning Writing’ for ten 

minutes—this may be about any 

topic that your child would like to 

write about, in order to build 

their writing stamina 



 

  

As this term progresses, the students of Level One will 

continue to consolidate their Mathematics knowledge 

and understanding through the lens of our whole-school 

approach SURF: Problem Solving, Understanding, 

Reasoning and Fluency. Under the umbrella of these 

four proficiencies, students will develop their confidence 

in articulating and justifying their thinking, while being 

challenged to identify and apply new strategies to the 

many learning experiences they will explore. 

Furthermore, an individual ‘SURF’ goal will be set for 

each student to achieve. In turn, further developing their 

skills as a reflective mathematician. 

 

During the initial stages of Term Two, students have 

begun their exploration of Time, using vocabulary such 

as “minute, hour, day, etc.”, to describe and compare 

the duration of common events. Furthermore, students 

will be extending their knowledge of Number and Place 

Value by investigating addition and subtraction. By 

employing concrete, visual and abstract 

representations, learners will delve deeply into the 

processes, and close relationship between these two 

operations. 

 

Additionally, the students of Year One will focus upon 

Geometry, inquiring into two-dimensional shapes and 

three-dimensional objects. Through the funnel of hands

-on, visually stimulating learning tasks, they will be 

identifying geometric objects within our environment, 

creating them, and learning to describe and compare 

their features. Finally, students will revisit the concept of 

Place Value, developing their skill in recognising 

numbers to 100 and beyond, and sequencing them on a 

number line, based on the value of its digits.  

Mathematics 

To support your child in  

Mathematics, here are some 

suggested strategies you can 

implement at home to consoli-

date their knowledge and skills: 

Counting various groups and 

objects- houses on your 

street, vegetables at the  

supermarket, cutlery to set 

the table, steps from the car 

to the front door etc. 

Practise correct posture and 

pencil grip whilst writing 

Measuring ingredients  

necessary for cooking and 

following a recipe. 

Solving or suggesting creative 

solutions to a range of  

problems (may or may not 

be mathematical) and  

explaining their thinking and  

justification. 



Our Term Two Inquiry unit focuses on the 

question “Why do we need to look after the 

environment?”. 

The focus of this Biological Sciences unit is to 

help students understand that every living thing 

has a variety of needs. Students will be working 

on extending their ability to pose questions, 

conduct research and present new knowledge 

across a variety of hands-on and written learning 

tasks.  

Inquiry 

  

 

 

The unit began with students learning to define the 

term habitat, then identifying and classifying what 

makes something ‘alive’ through the exploration of 

living things in our local environment. Early in the 

term, we will be visiting Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife 

Conservation Park to explore a range of living things, 

such as native plants and animals. 

Towards the end of the term, Level One students will 

analyse how their own actions affect their local 

environment and create a personal change project. 

Students will identify an environmental need that they 

feel passionate about and design a campaign to 

influence others to take action in order to make a 

positive change. 

To support your child's Inquiry skills at home you 

can:  

-Make observations and discuss what you see in your 

environment. You may ask, “Is it living or non-

living?”, “how do you know?”.  

-Provide your child with opportunities to research 

information if they become curious about something 

they have seen in their environment. 

 



‘You Can Do It’ 
The Level One team integrates the ‘You Can Do 

It’ (YDCI) Program into our weekly teaching and 

learning program. The YCDI Program is tailored 

to unique needs of the students in each 

classroom and will endeavour develop their social

-emotional thinking and self regulation skills. 

YCDI is a comprehensive framework that 

incorporates the latest research into developing 

the social and emotional characteristics of 

students and exploring how social skills can 

influence outcomes (e.g. achievement, 

relationships, wellbeing). 

Students will be identifying and evaluating their 

personal strengths (Social and Emotional Skills), as 

well as develop a Social and Emotional goal based on 

personal need. As a part of our YCDI learning in Term 

Two, we will continue to explore strategies linking to 

our school values of ‘Respect, Initiative, Integrity and 

Global Empathy’. In addition, the 2019 foci of “Healthy 

Connections” and “Self-Regulation” are also at the 

forefront of our teaching and learning within this 

space. Students will reflect on their personal goal and 

update it according to their areas of learning for the 

term.  

We have also drawn connections to our Inquiry unit by 

building students’ mindfulness towards Global 

Empathy and developing their ability to reflect deeply 

on how their actions can affect the world around us. 

These links allow for deep learning to occur, as well as 

opportunities for students to experience authentic 

learning opportunities in the classroom. 

To support your child's  

social-emotional learning at 

home, you might like to: 

-Encourage your child to reflect 

on possible decisions that can be 

made for an everyday situation, 

exploring which approach would 

be most effective. Ask your child 

to justify their choice 

-Provide opportunities for your 

child to build healthy connections 

with different people. Give praise 

and positive feedback for their 

courage and positive risk-taking 

behaviours 

 




