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LEVEL TWO, TERM TWO NEWSLETTER, 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
We hope you’ve had an enjoyable break. The children have come back ready and 
willing to learn, which makes for deep collaborative learning in the classroom! 
 
Reflecting back on Term One, WOW! What a term that was! It brought many 
highlights for Level Two, including our school swimming program and Cultural 
Diversity Week, which saw the students produce a wonderful project about their 
cultural heritage through project based learning. 
 
This term will again bring many highlights, such as the Hands on Science Incursion which students 
participated in during Week Three and Education Week which students will participate in, during Week Six. 
 
In addition, we will continue to endeavour planning and delivering high quality learning experiences with the 
2019 school foci ‘Healthy Connections, Evidence in Learning and Self- Regulation’ at the forefront of our 
minds.  

 Healthy Connections will be integrated throughout the You Can Do it program, where 

children will explore social responsibility, personal and social development and relationships 
between themselves and the community.  

 Evidence in Learning will be explored throughout all areas of the curriculum. Students will 

reflect on their personalised learning goals and track their progress in their ‘Goal Tracking 
Journals’.  

 Self-Regulation will allow for students to develop an awareness of themselves and their 

learning.  
 
 

 
As many of you may be aware, at the end of Term One, Miss Di Petta and her 

partner Simon were married. They had a lovely ceremony near the beach 

surrounded by friends and family. Alicia has decided to change her name so will 

now be known as Alicia Bird. They are extremely grateful for all the well wishes they 

received and would like to thank the Glen Waverley Primary School Year Two 

Community for their support.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Please take a few moments to read what we have planned for this exciting term.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Wednesday May 22nd – Simultaneous Story Time 
Tuesday May 28th – Open Morning 9:00-11:00am 
Wednesday May 29th – Open Night 5:00-6:30pm 

Thursday May 30th – F-3 Fitness Challenge 
May 27th-31st – Education Week  

Monday June 10th – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
Wednesday June 19th and Monday June 25th – Student led conferences 

Friday June 28th – End of Term Two – Dismissal at 2:30pm 
Monday July 15th – First day back for Term Three 

 

REMINDERS 
 

 Home Learning – Home Learning will continue to be distributed on Friday and will be due 
the following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed, to a high standard. It is 
important that the students continue to read for at least fifteen minutes each evening. 
Home Learning is a valuable part of the learning process as it allows the students to 
consolidate the concepts and strategies they have learnt in class. Please sign your child’s 
diary daily after they have read and encourage them to read a wide variety of material at 
home, including nonfiction and fiction texts.  
 

 Communication - We continue to value open communication to ensure your child is 

provided with the best possible learning. Parents are strongly encouraged to 
communicate with the classroom teacher. Communication is available via your child’s 
Communication Diary, as well as Compass. 
 

 Before School – Students arriving prior to the 8.50am bell should be supervised outside. If 
you are unable to supervise your child, other arrangements, such as Before School Care, 
should be arranged. Students can enter the classroom between 8.50-9.00am to organise 
and prepare for the day and complete the morning routine. If your child arrives after 
9.00am, please take them to the office to sign in and bring a yellow ‘late slip’ to the 
classroom teacher. 



ENGLISH 

Reading: 
In Reading, students will be adding on new strategies such as ‘Comparing and 
Contrasting’, ‘Predicting’, ‘Summarising’ and ‘Identifying the Main Idea and 
Supporting Details’, to further develop their Comprehension. This is aligned to 
our whole school approach to Reading, CAFÉ. To enhance comprehension 
through ‘Comparing and Contrasting’, students will identify similarities 
between texts (comparing) and understand the differences that they also 
bring (contrasting). Predicting allows the students to deepen their 
comprehension through using pictures and word knowledge. When 
summarising they will identify characters, settings and ideas within a text. 
Students will identify the main idea by using supporting details, such as pictures and meanings of words 
throughout the text through brainstorming tasks. In addition, students will work on their Fluency and 
Accuracy through Reader’s Theatre studies, sharing poems and stories. Reader’s Theatre is a reading style 
which builds onto a students’ reading skills, incorporating confidence through acting. This gives reading aloud 
a real purpose to improve fluency and build proficient Speaking and Listening. 
 
 

Writing: 
In Writing, students are encouraged to further explore their unique writing 
style and develop VOICES strategies as part of our whole school approach. In 
particular, students will be learning to organise their writing according to the 
genre structure, thinking about their reader, utilising emotive words and 
their spelling words in their writing, and gathering enough ideas to be ready 
to write. An outcome we would like to achieve is to create a picture in the 
reader’s mind within their writing, planning sequential and organised writing 
pieces and ensuring their ideas are clear and written in the best possible 

way. Students will continue to learn about the writing process of planning, drafting, editing, revising and 
publishing through our weekly Sustained Writing and Lightning Writing sessions. This will be achieved 
through the genres of Procedural writing (linking to our Inquiry unit), Poetry and Fairy Tales. Students will 
enhance their writing knowledge through developing and writing their own Fractured Fairy Tale.  
 

Spelling: 
This term in Spelling, students will have opportunities to practise words with a targeted spelling focus, as 
well as deepen how they independently inquire into words. In targeted spelling, students learn a spelling 
focus that comes from an analysis of the students’ writing to diagnose spelling needs. This focus changes 
weekly, and students select five of these words to practise in their home learning. In Spelling Inquiry, 
students independently investigate words from their own writing, determining the word’s origin, meaning 
and elements such as syllables, vowels and consonants. Students develop confidence to identify spelling 
misconceptions, leading to a deeper inquiry. These words remain with the student until they successfully 
spell the word twice in a weekly spelling test and three times in their writing. This is to ensure our students 
are self-regulating when approaching common misconceptions in their writing.  
 

  



Speaking and Listening:  
Speaking and Listening is embedded across the curriculum. In addition, we are giving students the 

opportunity to participate in Reader’s Theatre. This will allow them to improve not only their reading fluency, 

but their ability to speak clearly, with varying tone and volume. Students will also present their Fairy Tales 

and poems to the class to continue working on these presentation skills. During class discussions, students 

are expected to contribute relevant statements allowing them to express ideas and opinions verbally and 

non-verbally, using appropriate vocabulary. Students will display and build on their listening skills by 

following instructions, adding on to the ideas of others, asking relevant questions and responding to others 

with appropriate feedback.  

 

To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Together, read a well-known story and change parts of the story.  

 Encourage your child to read aloud and re-read parts of the text to gain the desired accuracy and 
fluency.  

 Encourage your child to use chunking and letter-sound knowledge to sound out and decode 
challenging words.  

 Have discussions around the text such as “What’s the main idea of this book?” “What details did the 
book provide to support this main idea?” “What will happen if …?”  

 Do something with your child such as making jelly, cook a dish or making slime, then ask your child to 
write down the procedure of the task.  

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
In Term Two, students will be deepening their understanding of the relationship between addition and 
subtraction with a focus on the SURF proficiencies of Problem Solving, Understanding, Fluency and 

Reasoning. Students will be applying strategies to solve addition and 
subtraction problems both mental and written. This term the students will 
practise their fluency and focus on one of the big ideas in Mathematics 
‘trusting the count’. Students will enhance their understanding of patterns 
by skip counting forwards and backwards using a range of starting points 
and identify different number patterns in the world around them. This 
provides the students with opportunities to solve problems and deepen 
their understanding, for example, a clock face skip counts by fives. 
 

 When exploring Measurement and Geometry, students will use informal measuring tools such as a water 
bottle and formal metric cups to measure the volume and capacity of a range of objects. They will explore 
and make connections to real life everyday experiences such as cooking. Students will make connections to 
volume and capacity at home transferring their knowledge and deepen understanding.  
 
Students will continue to develop their understanding of Time, exploring multiple ways to represent ‘quarter 
to’ and ‘quarter past’ using digital and analogue clocks. Research suggests improving fluency enhances 
understanding and students should be given the opportunity to practise reading time throughout various 
parts of the day. The students will be encouraged to identify time during authentic experiences that will 
further the transfer of their learning within the classroom. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Encourage your child to explain his/her thinking and strategies when solving a maths problem. For 
example, you may ask “How did you know 13 - 8 = 5? What strategy did you use? How can you prove 
that it’s correct?”  

 Encourage your child to read both analogue and digital clocks and tell the time in different ways 
using the language ‘past’ and ‘to’.  

 Provide real life opportunities for your child to use addition and subtraction. For example, asking 
your child to add up the cost of two grocery items and work out the change required.  

 Encourage your child to assist you with the cooking by measuring out the ingredients, for example 1 
cup of water. 



INQUIRY (Science focus) 
Students will be exploring the topic “What is Green Chemistry?” This unit 
focuses on developing students’ understanding of Green Chemistry through 
addressing these inquiry questions:  

-  What are chemicals?  
-  What makes something a chemical reaction?  
-  How does a chemical reaction impact our environment? 
-  What can I do to have a positive impact on our environment?  

 
To prepare students and introduce them to the topic, they participated in 
the Hands on Science incursion where they deepened their understanding 
about chemicals through various experiments. As the term progresses and 
students participate in a variety of experiments, they will learn and practise 
scientific skills of predicting, observing, questioning, critical thinking, 
discussing and explaining. In addition, strong links will be drawn to the 
learning area of Writing where students will have the opportunity to 
transfer their learning through writing authentic text types such as 
procedures.  
 
To support your child’s Inquiry learning at home, you could:  

 Do some Science experiments with your child such as the Colour 
Changing Milk (see below link), ask your child to observe and 
describe what happened.  

 Read and discuss the science behind the experiment together.  
 
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/kids-activities-and-
printables/activities-for-kids/math-and-science-ideas/home-science-
experiments-color-changing-milk.html 
 
 

Social Emotional Learning (YCDI) 
The Level Two team integrates the ‘You Can Do It’ Program into our weekly 
teaching and learning. YCDI is tailored to unique needs of the students in 
each classroom and will endeavour to develop their social and emotional 
thinking and self-regulation skills. YCDI is a comprehensive framework that 
incorporates the latest research into developing the social and emotional 
characteristics of student and exploring how social skills can influence 
outcomes  
   
We have drawn connections to our Whole School Values of Global Empathy, 
Integrity, Respect and Initiative and allow students to reflect on how actions 
affect the wellbeing of self and others. This allows students to deepen their 
understanding of their social and emotional selves.  
 
If you have any other queries or matters you would like to discuss with your 

child’s teacher please don’t hesitate to organise a meeting. Your child’s 

wellbeing is always at the centre of our thoughts and actions. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance. 

 

 

We look forward to a rigorous term of learning, 

 

Mr Joshua Lowe, Miss Bianca Liburti, Mrs Alicia Bird (Di Petta), Mrs Lauren Lee and Ms Amanda Sierp, Mrs 
Penelope Polydoros 
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