
 
 

 

Important 
Dates 

 

NAPLAN 
14th May,Writing 
15th May, Reading 
16th May, LC  
21st May, Numeracy 
 
LC = Language 
Conventions 
 

Cross Country 
17th May – District  
5th June – Divisional  
 

Twilight Tutorial  
Growth Mindset  

20th May  
 

Simultaneous 
Story Time 
23rd May  
 
Maths Olympiad 
23rd May  
 

Open morning 
28th May 
 
STEAM Open 
night  
29th May  
 
Queen’s birthday 
Public Holiday  
10th June  
 
Melbourne Zoo 
excursion  
11th June  
 
Twilight Tutorial  
Literacy Focus   

17th  June 
 
 

Last day of 
Term 2  
2:30pm Finish 
June 28th  
 

 
Level Five Newsletter 

MAY, 2019 

Welcome 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all new and returning families to our fabulous 
school.  
 
This term, the GWPS community will begin preparations for the Whole School Production that 
takes place in Term Three. There will be two shows, Prep-3 and 4-6, both in the evening on 
Thursday the 8th of August. The show will be based on a picture book titled, ‘The Year of the 
Dog’, which explores the theme of respect and belonging. Please find below the songs chosen 
by the students that represent the specific part of the story they will be performing.  
 
5A/4E – Bruno Mars, Count On Me  
5B/5C – Avici, Wake me up 

5D/5E – Rachel Platten, Flight Song 
Further information and updates will be communicated to our community on Compass and 
through the school newsletter 
 

Curriculum 
Social and Emotional Learning 
During Term One, students partook in a GWPS Students Perspectives Survey, which gave us 
rich data to be considered when planning for Term Two. As a result, Level Five students will be 
partaking in learning experiences that support their understanding of Respect as a concrete 
concept, through the exploration of social skills strategies in the classroom and the yard. We 
will specifically focus on getting along, flexibility in mindset, understanding of different 
perspectives and application of character strengths in a collaborative setting.  This term 
students will also complete the Government Attitudes to School Survey, which will further 
deepen our understanding of their needs.  

Mathematics 
We begin Term Two by deepening our understanding on the topic, ‘Data and Statistics’ with a 
focus on thorough analysis of various data representations.  
 
Students will be extending their understanding on the different types of questioning that takes 
place during the process of data analysis. They will describe the different elements of graphs 
and understand how these impact the interpretation of data. As a result, they will pose 
inferential questions about the data that will demonstrate a transfer of learning from Literacy 
to Numeracy.  
This term, students will participate in the first of five Maths Olympiad tests competition, on the 
22nd of May, during which they will learn the application of mathematical problem solving 
strategies and techniques. 
 



 

First day of 
Term 3 
July 15th  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Literacy 
Reading in Term Two focuses on the in-depth analysis of narrative texts where students build 
on their comprehension skills by participating in collaborative analysis of model texts. Using the 
Whole School Approach of CAFÉ, students will apply strategies such as visualisation, author’s 
intent and recognising literary elements, through which they will deepen their understanding 
of the author’s craft. Students are continuing to improve on their abilities to reflect on their 
learning through the use of the Learning Pit model, by analysing evidence related to their 
literacy goals during weekly reflection sessions.  

 

Students will be able to transfer their learnings from reading into their own personal writing by 
using our Whole School Approach VOICES. They will look to bring a piece to closure, establish a 
clear main idea, and hold the reader’s attention. Through modelling and collaborative practice, 
students will learn to ‘stretch moments’ in a story with the five senses and engage the reader 
with deliberate elements such as character thoughts, dialogue, omission and figurative 
language. As part of our whole school journey in writing, students will also conduct explicit 
word investigations to expand their vocabulary and spelling knowledge by investigating 
excellent and precise word choices in professional texts and applying them in their own 
writing.  

Inquiry  
In Inquiry this term, students will be investigating the question, ‘What impacts the survival of 
flora and fauna?’ through investigative research using the SOLO Taxonomy framework. 
Throughout the unit, our learners will explore the concept of ‘Adapt, Thrive and Survive’ by 
exploring the biological sciences that allow flora and fauna to persist in harsh 
environments.  Learners will identify and distinguish between different physical and 
behavioural adaptations, and understand adaptation as a process that takes place over a long 
period of time. They will also look at the way in which humans have had an impact on the 
environment and steps we can take to promote sustainability in the community. Furthermore, 
learners will further develop their own personalised lines of inquiry and apply their research 
skills to address their questions such as, ‘How are biomes formed?’, ‘Why are tropical climates 
near the equator’ and ‘How have humans impacted our biomes?’  
 
It is going to be yet another productive 
and rigorous term full of learning. As part 
of our Inquiry unit students will be 
visiting Melbourne Zoo on Thursday, 
June 11th to complete the hands-on 
program “Animal Adaptations and 
Features”.  During which, our learners 
will discover the connections between 
animals past and present, their structural 
features, adaptations and dependence 
on delicate ecosystems for survival. 
 
 
Level 5 Team 
Jeff Chen, Ivana Krsteska, Claire Disseldorp, Celia Williamson, Kirstin Daws  
and Kylie Bailey  


