
 

 

Level Six Term Two Newsletter 

Welcome back to another fabulous term at Glen Waverley and welcome to our new families. 

Reflecting on Term One, there were many highlights including Twilight Sports, Athletics Day and the 

beginning of our Interschool Sport rounds. This term we are 

looking forward to many challenges, moments of struggle 

and clarity, as well as a multitude of occasions to transfer 

our learning.  

Some of the fantastic opportunities to build our personal 

and academic understanding include Interschool Sport, 

incursions and the Positive Change Project that is being led 

by our fantastic Student Leadership Team. Through this 

learning, students will continue to focus on the 2019 foci of 

‘Healthy Connections’, ‘Evidence in Learning’ and ‘Self-

regulation’ and our school values. Students are also very 

excited to share some of their learning with you during our 

Open Night and Morning revolving around the theme 

‘Careers in STEAM’.   

As well as participating in these amazing programs, students 

will be commencing the Maths Olympiad contest. This 

contest builds problem solving strategies through a series of 

questions, allowing students to gain transferable skills for 

future learning. These opportunities complement the 

rigorous learning we take pride in delivering at Glen 

Waverley Primary School.  

At the end of this term, Semester reports will be distributed, 

giving parents and guardians a concise overview of their 

child’s progress. This will be followed by Student Led 

Conferences, run by the students to share what they have 

achieved in the first half of the year. This is a great way to 

celebrate successes and struggles of their learning journey.  

On behalf of all the Level Six team, we would like to say 

‘thank you’ for your ongoing support of our learners and we 

look forward to seeing you throughout the term.  

 

From the Level Six Team 

Kate Wheeler, Greg Edwards, Ruby Robertson, Grace Hawkins, Ben Clark and Samantha Rich 

 

 

Key Dates for Term Two  

Thursday 3rd May – Inter 

School Sport commences 

Friday 18th May – District Cross 

Country 

Wednesday 22rd May – 

National Simultaneous Story 

Telling  

Wednesday 22rd May – Math 

Olympiad commences 

Tuesday 28th May – Education 

Week Open Morning 

Wednesday 29th May – 

Education Week STEAM Open 

Night  

Monday 10th June – Queens 

Birthday Weekend 

Friday 14th June – Year Six 

Soccer Round Robin 

Monday 19th and Wednesday 

25th June – Student Led 

Conferences  

 



 

 

Literacy 

In Literacy for Term Two, students will be focusing on Scientific Lab Reports. Within this unit, students 

will develop an understanding of the structure of a Scientific Lab Report and the Scientific Process 

which ties directly to our Inquiry unit. Students will read procedure texts for a range of scientific 

experiments and learn to correctly write an aim, hypothesis, materials, method, results, discussion 

and conclusion based on experiments and research conducted during Inquiry. At the end of the unit, 

students will have a completed Scientific Lab Report based on an experiment conducted at school. 

Throughout this unit, teachers will continue to focus on specific Reading strategies within the CAFÉ 

menu and the Writing strategies within the VOICES menu, assisting students in developing and 

achieving their personal reading and writing goals. Within speaking and listening, students will have 

opportunity to express their points of view on different topics, as well as developing their skills at 

respectfully disagreeing with the opinions of others. 

 

Although many grade 6 students have confidence in their accuracy (reading words correctly) and 

fluency (reading with ease), many students will be focusing on their comprehension (reading and 

understanding) by using thinking tracks to structure and guide their questions and answers before, 

during and after they read a text.  

This year our focus across the school is vocabulary and so students will be deeply exploring and 

developing their vocabulary within Writing sessions and the Spelling Inquiry Program. Within Spelling 

Inquiry, students will identify words that are misspelled in their writing along with challenging words 

they come across organically in their habitual reading. Each week, these words are explored more 

deeply by conducting a spelling inquiry, for example by looking at the etymology, spelling patterns or 

even the origin of the word. Within Sustained Writing every week, students also have the opportunity 

to apply their spelling words and practice their Writing goal.  

If you wish to support your child’s learning at home in the area of Writing this term, you can: 

 Encourage your child to observe science at home and write down their observations and 

analysis. A simple example of this may be looking at why water doesn’t boil over when a 

wooden spoon is laid across the top. There are many examples online! 

 Discuss different words and their meaning to continue to build on their vocabulary  

 Ask them about their writing goal  

To support your child’s learning at home in the area of Reading this term, you can: 

• Research and discuss scientists/inventors and their discoveries/inventions. 
• Encourage your child to complete the levelled, assigned lessons on Reading Eggspress 

on a weekly basis, as well as exploring the virtual library.   
• Support your child to read independently each day and discuss their text with a focus 

on both comprehension and an enjoyment of reading and sharing texts.  
 



 

 
Mathematics 

 
This term students in Level Six will look primarily at data representation and fractions in our learning. 
We will continue to use the acronym of SURF (Problem Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and 
Fluency) to further embed the concepts held with the four mathematics proficiencies which are critical 
for success in Mathematics. 
 
Before preparing for each topic the teachers across the level will conduct a diagnostic assessment 
online to identify their strengths and areas for growth.  This will allow children to learn at their point 
of need based upon where they are in their learning. Students will work towards their personal 
learning goals which will be underpinned by one of the four proficiencies of Mathematics.    
 

Concepts that are covered include: 

Data Representation 

 Interpret and compare a range of data displays 

 Identify and investigate issues involving numerical data collected from primary and secondary 
sources  

 Construct and compare a range of data displays including stem-and-leaf plots and dot plots 

 Calculate and interpret mean, median, mode and range for sets of data.  

 Investigate when and why data and statistics are used.  
 

The best way to support your child in this area is to show them real life examples of data 
representation that you may receive, in the form of a water or electricity bill and discuss the features 
of the graph and what important information it is telling you.  
 
Number and Algebra 

 Comparing fractions with unlike denominators 

 Solving addition and subtraction problems, including those with unlike denominators 

 Make connections between fractions decimal and percentages 

 Investigate terminating and recurring decimals 

At home you may find it beneficial to discuss with your child the connections between decimals, 

fractions and percentages in addition to using concrete fractions which reflect the connections 

between hands on and numerical representations.   

Inquiry Learning Overview 
During Inquiry learning this term, students will be investigating the question ”How are the changes 

within the Earth’s internal and external environment interconnected?“ In this science unit, students 

will be learning about the layers of Earth and how they interact to cause natural disasters such as 

tsunamis, earthquakes and volcano eruptions.  Additionally, concepts such as the Earth’s relationship 

to the Sun will be taught, in particular the cause of seasons around the world. 



 

A key element of the unit will involve an incursion 

presented by Monash Prime Sci which will provide 

students with an excellent opportunity to use models and 

experiments to investigate how sudden geologic changes 

and extreme weather conditions can affect the Earth’s 

surface.   

As the unit evolves we look forward to seeing the 

students’ knowledge 

and understanding of 

natural disasters grow.  

As the students 

develop this 

knowledge we will 

encourage them to 

think broadly about the 

concept and develop deep questions to be investigated as 

individuals and as a class.  To do this we will use the frame work of 

Solo’s Taxonomy which increases complexity of learning through creating a tiered process for the 

students to follow.  If you wish to know more about Solo Taxonomy, visit the video using the QR code 

on this page.  As always, we will deliver a curriculum which encourages student voice and the freedom 

to express their ideas and learning in ways that the students feel comfortable with.  

To support your child in this area of learning you may find the following tasks at home beneficial: 

 

 Talk about natural disasters that have occurred/ are occurring around the world and 

what impact this may have on the effected countries  

 Encourage your child to widen their knowledge of where different countries are  

 Keeping up to date with global events by reading the newspaper/ reading articles 

online  

 Discussing what countries and towns can do to protect themselves from natural 

disasters  

 


