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Welcome Back! 

Welcome to Term Two! The Prep learners have transitioned very 
smoothly into this new stage of the school year, which is wonderful to 
see. We look forward to yet another exciting phase of learning 
discoveries and developments. 

Daily Essentials 
Reader Bags and Diaries 

Prep learners should bring their reader bag to school each day. This will allow 

teachers to place important notices, letters or other school information for your 

child to take home. Please check your child’s reader bag every day after school 

to ensure you are receiving updates regularly.  

Each Prep learner has also been provided with a diary to record their daily take 

home reader book and for you to communicate with your child’s teacher.  

Take Home Readers 

Our aim in Prep is to foster a lifelong love of reading. Home Reading is an 

opportunity to practise skills learnt at school. Home Reading should build 

fluency and be enjoyable. Encourage your child to relate to the text though 

discussion about the book and its topic. Depending on your child’s skills, you 

may start by looking at the pictures and reading the text to them. Ask your child 

to ‘have a go’ at reading the text to you and identify words starting with letters 

they are familiar with. Always remember to praise your child’s efforts.  

Students need to change their reader every day and record the title of the book 

in their diary. All readers and diaries should be kept in reader bags to avoid 

damage or loss. 

Magic Word Book 

Students will also be taking home a Magic Word Book. This includes part of the 

100 most commonly occurring words in English and is essential to every 

student's reading success. It improves their reading, fluency and comprehension 

and helps them to feel confident with reading. Please encourage your child to 

practise their Magic Words everyday. At the back of the Magic Word Book you 

will find fun and engaging learning tasks that you can play with your child to 

assist the learning process.  

 Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) 
Our PMP program will begin as of next Wednesday and Thursday. The purpose 
of the Program is to provide Prep students with the opportunity to develop 
their learning confidence, improve their decision making and increase their 
awareness of the world around them through a series of specifically designed 
movement tasks. 
If you are interested in volunteering to help during any of the sessions please let 

your child’s teacher know as we value your assistance. 
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TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 
Mon 4th February - Fri 5th April  

Term 2 

Tue 23rd April - Fri 28th June 

Term 3 

Mon 15th July - Fri 20th September 

Term 4 

Mon 7th October - Fri 20th December 

KEY DATES TERM 2 2019 

15th May PMP begins 

 
20

th 
– 26th May Education Week 

 
28th May Open Morning 
 
29th May Open Night 
 
10

th
 June Queen’s Birthday Public  

 Holiday 
 
14

th
 June Reports live at 5:00pm 

 
19

th
 June Edendale Farm Excursion  

  
19

th
 June Student Led Conferences 

 
25

th
 June Student Led Conferences 

 
28

th
 June- Last Day of Term 2 

(1:30pm dismissal) 

 

 



 

 

 

Social and Emotional  
 
In Term Two, the Prep learners will be focusing on the ‘You Can Do It’ value of Confidence. Confidence is 
a key element in the development of our school values of Integrity and Initiative, as our learners learn to 
confidently make good choices and develop independence in themselves. Prep learners will experience 
taking part in oral presentations in front of their peers as well as confidently providing and receiving 
feedback and feedforward.  They will explore learning confidence as well as resilience through learning 
with the Learning Pit as a framework. Prep learners will also explore emotions and strategies to help 
them self-regulate - for example, the use of self-talk. 
 
Strategies to support your child: 

* Ask your child what they have been learning and praise their efforts. 

* Practice self-regulation strategies and deep breathing with your child, through the use of the Go 

   Noodle Flow channel. See https://www.gonoodle.com/. 

 
Curriculum 

During Term Two, Prep learners will be developing their comprehension skills with new strategies, 
such as ‘Checking for Understanding’ and ‘Back up and Reread’. These strategies are drawn from the 
whole school CAFÉ Reading approach, which further aligns with the Victorian Curriculum for English. 
The purpose of this learning is to provide your child with the knowledge and application of beginning 
comprehension skills, to ensure that your child gains meaning from the texts that they read. In addi-
tion, Prep learners will further consolidate the skills developed in Term One by applying their Accura-
cy strategies for decoding words, while progressively building their stamina to read for longer periods. 
Prep learners will also connect their comprehension skills to our Inquiry unit during English sessions 
by beginning to ask questions while reading non-fiction texts, further developing their curiosity and 
understanding of the natural world.  
Strategies to support your child: 

*Encourage your child to use the ‘Checking for Understanding’ strategy. Ask them after they have read a page: 
‘Who are the characters?” and “What is happening?” 

*Encourage your child to use the “Back up and reread” strategy. This strategy of rereading is especially helpful 
if your child had to stop a few times on tricky words. 

*Ask your child to tell you what they found interesting, funny or important in a text. 

* Explore the resources on the Reading Eggs program. 

Reading 



 

 
 

Writing 

During Term Two, Prep learners will continue to complete writing tasks aligned 

with our Whole School Writing Program of VOICES:  V – Voice, O – Organisation, I – 

Ideas, C – Conventions, E – Excellent Word Choice, S – Sentence Fluency. Preps are 

being encouraged throughout the year to incorporate these areas into their 

personal writing.  

The writing program this term will be made up of the following areas: 
Personal writing: 
The learners will compose their own texts based on different text types (this term 
procedures and open choice writing.) They will be encouraged to apply letter/
sound relationships and patterns by sounding out unknown words and 
incorporating high frequency words. Prep learners will be supported to formulate a 
list of ideas they would like to write about and will be reminded to start sentences 
with capital letters and end them with a full stop (or question mark/exclamation 
mark) as applicable. 
Spelling/Word Study: 
Prep learners will continue to investigate letters and identify the different sounds 
they make individually and as letter groups, to form sound patterns. They will apply 
this letter knowledge to their personal writing to assist them with spelling 
previously unknown words. Learners will also take part in spelling inquiries where 
they will investigate and record words and patterns using resources, such as word 
lists, their reading books and iPads. They will practise spelling high frequency 
words, including their Magic Words and the vocabulary they use frequently in their 
personal writing, using the Look, Say, Name, Cover, Write, Check approach. This 
term, this strategy will also be incorporated into Home Learning tasks, to further 
promote learners’ word knowledge. 
Handwriting: 
Prep learners will also continue to consolidate accurate letter formation using the 
unjoined Victorian Modern Cursive script. They will take part in mini lessons which 
will explicitly review the formation of both upper and lower case letters as well as 
the correct formation of numerals. Focus will also be on correct letter placement 
on the dotted thirds lines used in the Foundation years.  
 

 

Some tips for writing with your child at home: 
* Continue to encourage your child to write for authentic purposes. They can 

write cards, shopping lists, invitations, labels and recounts of special 
events. Support your child to write by assisting them with sounding out the 
words, rather than spelling the words for them. 

 
* Encourage them to draw pictures and then label the picture and/or do some 

writing about what they have drawn. 
 
* Model writing practice. Ensure your child sees you writing for particular 

purposes to show them that there is a need to learn how to write.  

 
* Encourage their fine motor development by providing opportunities for them 

to make things with play doh or plasticine. They could also write about 
what they have made. They could also complete threading activities, 
colouring in and make some craft, cut and paste pictures. 
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Mathematics 
This term, our Prep learners will continue to further their skills in the key 

mathematical proficiency areas of the Victorian curriculum through the 

acronym SURF: 

S Problem Solving Understanding Reasoning Fluency 

The particular skills and concepts to be focused on include subitising 

(quickly finding the number of objects without counting), comparing 

measurements, interpreting and graphing data, ordinal numbers and 

positional language. Learners will deepen their bank of strategies 

through Maths Talks, in which they discuss a particular maths problem 

and the different ways they could solve it with their peers. Preps are also 

encouraged to continue to use Mathletics in their spare time at home to 

increase their fluency with different processes related to number.  
 

Strategies to support your child: 

 Whenever your child is practising maths in a real-life scenario such 

as counting their toys or helping to make a cake, encourage them to 

talk to you about the strategies they are using. What is their brain 

thinking about/saying? 

 Encourage your child to represent a range of numbers in lots of 

different ways. They can use toys, food items or even outdoor 

materials.  

 When you or your child see a number in your environment , for 

example on a sign, ask your child to identify what number would be 

one less or one more.  

Strategies to support your child: 

 

Inquiry 
During Term Two, Prep learners will be asked the question,  
“ How am I connected to the earth?” Each individual class will come up 
with their own focus question based on their prior knowledge of our 
earth. Throughout this unit they will need to put their scientist hats on 
and use the scientific model of “Predict, Observe and Explain.” Midway 
through the term, learners will be given an opportunity to 
 further explore how they connect with the earth when they attend 
Edendale Farm. In addition, Preps will investigate how different mate-
rials are disposed of correctly.  

*        Encourage your child to bring  natural resources from the 
earth for Bring and Share with their class. 

 
*       Collect sticks, tanbark and/or stones with your child.  
           Think of curious questions about the items you have found or 
             make an artwork together. 

Curriculum 


