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LEVEL TWO, TERM THREE NEWSLETTER, 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Welcome back to Term Three, another exciting term full of fantastic learning experiences and events! We hope 
that you had an enjoyable break with your families.  
 
Looking back on Term Two, there were many highlights that the students shared, including the Hands on 
Science Incursion, Education Week and Open Day and Night. The standout event for the term was the Student 
Led Conferences. It was wonderful to see the students proudly share and reflect on all the rigorous learning 
the have completed over the semester with their families and celebrate the achievements they have made.    
 
Just like Term Two, Term Three is shaping up to be another amazing term full of highlights. The school 
production of ‘The Year of the Dog’, Level Two Late Night and the History Box Incursion are just some of the 
exciting experiences ahead of us.   
 
 
Please take a few moments to read our Curriculum overview and what we have planned for Term Three.  
 

Students sharing their learning on Open Morning. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Tuesday 6th August – School Production dress rehearsal in the Gym 
Thursday 8th August – School Production final dress rehearsal at Robert 

Blackwood Hall 
Thursday 8th August – ‘The Year of the Dog’ School Production at Robert 

Blackwood Hall 
Friday 9th August – Curriculum Day 

Wednesday 28th August – Foundation, Level One and Level Two Late Night      
Wednesday 28th – Friday 30th August – Father’s Day Stall 

Monday 2nd September – ICAS Digital Technologies 
Wednesday 4th September – ICAS Science 

Friday 6th September – History Box Incursion  
Wednesday 11th September – ICAS Spelling Bee 

Monday 16th September – ICAS English 
Wednesday 18th September – ICAS Mathematics 

Wednesday 18th September – School Disco 
Friday 20th September – Last day of Term Three, 2:30pm dismissal 

Monday 7th October – First day of Term Four 

 

REMINDERS 
 

 Home Learning – Home Learning will continue to be distributed on Friday and will be due 
the following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed, to a high standard. It is 
important that the students continue to read for at least fifteen minutes each evening. 
Home Learning is a valuable part of the learning process as it allows the students to 
consolidate the concepts and strategies they have learnt in class. Please sign your child’s 
diary daily after they have read and encourage them to read a wide variety of material at 
home, including nonfiction and fiction texts.  
 

 Communication - We continue to value open communication to ensure your child is 
provided with the best possible learning. Parents are strongly encouraged to communicate 
with the classroom teacher. Communication is available via your child’s Communication 
Diary, as well as Compass, or feel free to come in and speak to your child’s classroom 
teacher. 
 

 Before School – Students arriving prior to the 8.50am bell should be supervised outside. If 
you are unable to supervise your child, other arrangements, such as Before School Care, 
should be arranged. Students can enter the classroom between 8.50-9.00am to organise 
and prepare for the day and complete the morning routine. If your child arrives after 
9.00am, please take them to the office to sign in and bring a yellow ‘late slip’ to the 
classroom teacher. 



ENGLISH 

Reading: 
In Reading, students will explore a range of fiction and nonfiction books to determine the purpose of different 
texts. They will further their knowledge of CAFE strategies and identify the text features of informative and 
persuasive texts. Students will enhance their comprehension skills by looking at the text features and how to 
understand information within a report. When analysing Information Reports, students will be able to identify 
the main idea, supporting details as well as text features such as titles, headings, captions and graphic features. 
When analysing Persuasive Texts, students will be able to identify the main idea, supporting details and cause 
and effect. The strategies that they learn in reading will support them in their own writing of reports and 
persuasive pieces. Students will learn and develop research skills when searching for information relating to 
their inquiry unit ‘How does our identity change our community’.  
 

Writing: 
In Writing, students will be exposed to Information Reports and Persuasive Texts. Students 
will discover the purpose of an Information Report and Persuasive Text, including the texts 
features and the language applied. Students will apply research skills when searching for 
information for their inquiry topic ‘How does our identity change our community’. Students 
will write an Information Report on how a significant landmark or area has changed over 
time. They will explore persuasive texts including the purpose, the language devices used to 
persuade a reader and text structure. Students will write persuasive texts to make the reader 
agree with their opinion and build arguments with evidence to support their piece of writing. 
They will continue to further develop their understanding of various VOICES strategies such 
as Organisation, Ideas and Excellent Word Choice. The students will continue to explore their 

very own writing through a series of free choice ‘Sustained Writing’ sessions. Throughout this term, Reading 
and Writing sessions will be planned as authentic learning experiences to ensure students can explicitly 
transfer their knowledge and skills from Reading to Writing.  
 

Spelling: 
This term in Spelling, students will continue to deepen their understanding of 
the English language through an independent Spelling Inquiry and a targeted 
weekly spelling focus. They will continue this investigation by researching their 
independent spelling words from their own writing to determine the word’s 
origin, meaning and elements such as syllables, vowels and consonants. 
Students have been relishing the prospect of including the GWPS ‘Word of the 
week’, often chosen by a student in the school, in their weekly sustained writing 
sessions as well as their Home Learning. Through this process, students have 
built their confidence to use unfamiliar words in their writing and have developed their own thesaurus to assist 
them with using interesting synonyms of common words to extend their vocabulary. 
 

Speaking and Listening:  
Speaking and Listening is embedded across the curriculum. In addition, students will be given the opportunity 
to practise their presentation skills when sharing their significant artefact as part of our Inquiry unit. It is 
expected that students contribute to express ideas and opinions verbally and non-verbally, using appropriate 
vocabulary during presentations and class time. Students will display and build on their listening skills by 
following instructions, adding on to the ideas of others, asking relevant questions and responding to others 
with appropriate feedback.  
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Encourage your child to use chunking and letter-sound knowledge to sound out and decode 
challenging words.  

 Encourage your child to investigate new and interesting words they come across in their reading and 
daily conversations. 

 Participate in daily discussions around your child’s school day, including their favourite learning task, 
what they struggled with and what strategies they used to overcome the struggle.  

  



MATHEMATICS 
In Term Three, students will continue to activate their prior 
knowledge to build on what they know and acquire new learning 
through hands-on learning tasks, Maths Talks and problem solving. 
They will be building their capacity in the SURF proficiencies of 
Problem Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency.  
 
Students will be expanding their knowledge of Number and 
Algebra by forming connections between all four operations as we 
explore the transfer between Multiplication and Division this term. 
This learning experience will include understanding and using the language of Multiplication and Division, as 
well as transferring their prior knowledge to recognise the different forms that Multiplication and Division can 
take (such as repeated addition/subtraction, as well as groups and arrays). Students will consider different 
ways and strategies to represent and solve Multiplication and Division problems. 
 
Our Measurement and Geometry unit will be closely aligned to our Inquiry unit where students will investigate 
and implement directional language to create and follow instructions. They will also explore the features of 
maps and use different types of maps to identify locations and landmarks. Students will apply their knowledge 
and create a purposeful map with a set of directions to follow. They will also have the opportunity to explore 
Maps and Directions through the use of the school’s Dash Robots. 
 

Students will continue to develop and transfer their knowledge of 
Measurement and Geometry concepts through the investigation 
of Area, Perimeter and Length. This learning experience will allow 
them to recognise the importance of using formal and common 
units of measurement (such as millimetres, centimetres, metres 
and square metres). Students will explore the importance of 
accuracy in measurement of length, perimeter and area of 2D 
polygons, as well as strategies to help students in estimation. 
 

To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Provide authentic opportunities to practise counting in equal groups and sharing items equally and 
efficiently. For example you may ask them to divide up a treat so that all family members have an equal 
share. You may ask “What strategies are you using? How did you know that was an equal share?”  

 Encourage your child to explain his/her thinking and strategies when solving a maths problem. For 
example, you may ask “How did you know 2 x 4 = 8? What strategy did you use? How can you prove 
that it’s correct?” 

 For example, take your child to a new shopping centre and ask him/her to read the map and direct the 
family from one place to another. 

 If you are completing any home projects, invite your child to help you take measurements of fabric, 
spaces, or building materials. Highlight the importance of accuracy and share what units of 
measurement you need to use. 

  



INQUIRY 
Throughout Term Three, students will delve into the 
Humanities Unit “How does our identity change our 
community?” The students will explore the 
connections between History and Interculturalism to 
build their conceptual understanding.  
 
Students will explore their own identity through 
connections to various communities, explaining 
where they fit into these. They will identify 
statements that describe who they are such as ‘I am 
a reader’, or ‘I am a basketballer’ and use these to 
investigate which communities they belong to at a 
personal, local, country and planetary level. In their 

class, they will discover the connections they have to other communities through a mapping task, allowing 
them to see their peer’s journeys to Australia and the intercultural connections they have. 
 
Students will then explore the history of Glen Waverley Primary School and the local community, analysing 
changes that have occurred over time, with a focus on cultural identity and interculturalism. They will identify 
the differences between the past and present, analysing the causes and effects of these over time. They will 
investigate how schooling has changed from the 1960s to the present day and use their prior knowledge to 
predict the changes that will occur to Glen Waverley Primary School in 50 years time.  
 
Students will deepen their scope of understanding of 
how their identity has changed the community by 
investigating how a significant local landmark has 
changed over time through researching and creating a 
timeline. The students will analyse the causes of these 
changes, focusing on immigration and its positive 
impact on our communities, including interculturalism 
and global empathy.  
 
Students will consolidate their learning and link it to 
Indigenous culture through a History Box incursion 
where they will explore different aspects of 
Indigenous culture, how they lived and how their 
identity and culture has changed over time. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could:  

 Expose your child to the concept of identity, culture and our community, outside of their classroom. 

 Discuss what school was like when you were growing up. 

 Discuss how your country of origin has changed over time. 

 Discuss your family’s journey to Australia. 
 

  



YCDI  
The level two team integrates the You Can Do It Program into our weekly 
teaching and learning. YCDI is tailored to unique needs of the students in 
each classroom and will endeavour to develop their social and emotional 
thinking and self-regulation skills. YCDI is a comprehensive framework that 
incorporates the latest research into developing the social and emotional 
characteristics of student and exploring how social skills can influence 
outcomes. 
   
We have drawn connections to our Whole School Values of Global Empathy, 
Integrity, Respect and Initiative and allow students to reflect on how actions 
affect the wellbeing of self and others. This allows students to deepen their 
understanding of their social and emotional selves.  
 
 

Your child’s happiness is always at the centre of our thoughts and actions so if you have any queries 
or matters you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher please don’t hesitate to contact them. The Level 
Two team thanks you for your ongoing support and assistance and are looking forward to another wonderful 
and productive term.  
  
Kind regards,  
 
Mr Joshua Lowe, Miss Bianca Liburti, Mrs Alicia Bird, Mrs Lauren Lee and Ms Amanda Sierp, Mrs Penelope 
Polydoros 
 


