
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to Term Three and another wonderful term of learning at Glen Waverley Primary School. What an incredible 
Term Two we had, with many highlights that brought commitment and challenges to our learning! Some of these 
highlights consisted of: 

 The interesting Inquiry topic of ‘How are living things interdependent within the environment?’  Which allowed 
deep discoveries and curiosities to be explored. 

 The informative incursion from ‘PimeSci’ about the environment and how different animals live in different 
ecosystems.  

 The National Assessment of Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). 
 Student Led Conferences- We congratulate all our learners on the comprehensive 

portfolios they presented during these conferences and the confidence and poise 
displayed throughout their presentations.  

 
Term Three brings many more focal points for our Year Three learners such as the 
beginning of a new SMART8 program, our GWPS School Production based on the book, 
The Year of the Dog written by Charles Hope, Mathematics and English ICAS assessments 
and our Inquiry unit for this term, ‘Are words necessary for communication?’.  
 
We are certainly all looking forward to a very productive, rigorous and exciting term of 
learning. 
 

  

Thursday August 1st- Australian Mathematics Competition 

Friday August 2nd – Year 3 Incursion- Impromptunes Performance 

Tuesday August 6th- Dress rehearsal for the Production, at school  

Thursday August 8th- School Production 

Friday August 9th- Curriculum Day 

Thursday August 29th- Father’s Day Stall 

Tuesday September 3rd- ICAS Digital Technology  

Thursday September 5th- ICAS Science 

Tuesday September 10th- ICAS Writing 

Thursday September 12th- ICAS Spelling Bee 

Tuesday September 17th- ICAS English  

Wednesday September 18th- ICAS Mathematics 

Wednesday September 18th- School Disco 

Friday September 20th – Last day of Term Three.  Early dismissal at 2.30pm 

 



Term Three Inquiry will see our children exploring the question “Are words 

necessary for communication?”. They will learn different forms of 

communication such as art works, images, music, dance, body language and 

drama. Our students will also explore and research other cultural traditions and 

stories. They will then learn to present those stories through film making with 

the aim to promote interculturalism in GWPS. It is essential for our learners to 

build Healthy Connections with one another in relation to other cultures and 

respect these relationships to maintain a sense of belonging within our 

community. Throughout this term, they will be explicitly taught the skills involving 

Media Arts and Intercultural Capability; they will have the opportunity to participate in 

a workshop run by professional performers. 

By the end of Term Three, children should be able to… 

 Create a sequence of images to clearly establish a beginning, middle and end of a 
story or an event.   

 Explain different ways to communicate without words.  

 Explain to others the meaning of their Media Artworks.   

 Interpret the meaning behind Media Artwork.   
 
 

The Reading and Viewing curriculum this term, has been structured to further develop students’ understanding and 

learning experiences. They will revise and be exposed to a variety of CAFÉ reading strategies to assist in the accurate 

reading and comprehension of various kinds of Poetry. These strategies include creating a mental image, identifying and 

applying text features, analysing the author’s purpose and comparing and contrasting within and between texts. 

Learners will be exposed to a variety of poetry forms; including haikus, limericks, quatrains and ballads, to develop their 

understanding of the different poetic devices and poetry structures. In addition, students will reflect on the impact that 

poems have on themselves and other readers.  Throughout the unit, students will also compare the elements and features 

found within a poem and identify the author’s purpose. 

As part of the Level Three Home Reading program, it is an expectation that students read for fifteen minutes each night, 

and record this in their diaries. It would be wonderful if you could support your child’s reading, and assist them with their 

comprehension by discussing the book with them. The following questions are a great way to start a conversation:  

 “What emotions are being conveyed or are present in the book?” 

 “What descriptive words has the author used to create a mental picture in your mind?” 

 “What is the main idea of the text?” 

 “Are there any words in your books that are unfamiliar to you? Could you predict the meaning of the word based 
on the sentence in which it is placed?” 



In writing this term, Level Three have been developing a deeper understanding of the structure of different forms of 
Poetry. We are beginning to transfer the skills that we have learnt from vocabulary and specific spelling patterns, such as 
syllables and or rhyming words, to create poetry that is engaging and allow the reader to visualise a creative picture in 
their mind. There has been an emphasis on descriptive language, utilising our five senses, in order to create pieces that 
hook our reader’s attention through emotions. 
Through poetry we will be enlightening leaners about various types of this art form and how to construct various types of 
poetry. By investigating structure and language features and purpose, learners should be able to create a wide variety of 
poetry by the end of this unit.  
 
The four forms of poetry that we will be focusing on are:  

 Haiku Poems- originated in Japan and follow a structure of 17 syllables over 3 lines. The subject is typically based 
on nature. 

 Limerick Poems- a poem that creates a sense of funniness, and tells a story in 5 lines with the use of rhyming 
words. Lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme with one another, whereas 2 and 3 will rhyme together.  

 Sonnet Poems- a poem that contains fourteen lines and the use of rhyming words.  

 Ballad Poems- a poem that represents a sad story using emotive language and is usually made to be sung.  
 
We cannot wait to read the creative, emotive and thought-provoking poems our students will produce. Look out for these 
on display in the Level Three corridor throughout the term.  
 

 

As part of the Spelling program in Term Three, students will be encouraged to continuously expand their vocabulary, and 

this process will continue to be assisted with the Spelling Inquiry. The learners will participate in ‘Word Studies’, which 

allows them to have a direct approach to spelling inquiry before undertaking their own personal spelling inquiry. 

During their independent inquiry sessions, students will identify words misspelt in their writing, and then research these 

words, developing a rich understanding of the origin, definition and other important elements relevant to their spelling 

words. They will investigate the structure of words to understand how to use prefixes, suffixes and base words.  

As a class we will be undertaking an investigation focusing on a specific letter pattern and a list of words will be 

formulated. Students will choose words from this list that are ‘good fit’ words for them. Student will then challenge 

themselves to use these new words in a range of contexts, developing a deeper understanding of their meaning and use 

within their writing.  

 

Every opportunity will continue to be given for the students to further develop their speaking and listening skills. This will 

be through presentations of their Poetry, group discussions and circle times when each student contributes to a particular 

topic. Furthermore learners will be encouraged through oral presentations to share their Home Learning and other forms 

of learning in front of their peers. We encourage confident, clear speaking and positive body language throughout each 

presentation. During single or group presentations, the students that are listening are ensuring that they are providing 

active listening and continuous eye contact with the presenter. These students are then asked to provide positive 

feedback and feedforward to the presenter in how they performed and what aspects they could improve on, to build on 

their confidence as a speaker. 



Throughout Term Three, Level Three learners will be completing learning experiences covering a variety of topics in the 
field of Mathematics. Areas to be focused on include:  

 Time. 

The learners will compare the similarities and differences between analogue 

and digital times as well as 12 hour and 24 hour time. They will understand 

times to the nearest minute and develop an understanding on the difference 

between ‘am’ and ‘pm’, time duration and time lapse.  

 Fractions and Decimals. 
Students will learn about place value of 

decimals and fractions. The learners will 

explore a range of skills linked to the 

calculation and application of decimals and 

fractions.  This will include equivalent fractions, adding and subtracting with 

fractions; and the relationship between decimals and fractions.  

 Money.   
Learning tasks will focus on a range of skills related to money and finances including equivalent money, 
calculating change, recognition of Australian currency and real life problem solving. Some classroom tasks will be 
closely linked to the upcoming Level Three Sleepover, such as calculating the cost of pizza and breakfast.   
     

 Volume and Capacity. 
Learning tasks will involve students measuring, ordering and comparing 
objects using familiar metric units of volume and capacity. This will 
include learners measuring using millilitres, litres and kilograms.   

 

Students will continue to extend their thinking by applying the four proficiencies (SURF – 

Problem Solving, Understanding, Reasoning and Fluency). This will ensure that as well as 

understanding and applying a particular concept with speed and accuracy, students will 

develop problem solving and justification of their mathematical thinking. This aids in building 

the ability to apply mathematical understandings to situations outside of the classroom.  In all 

topics, students will be given real life problems to solve to ensure they are able to apply the 

skills and concepts needed. The learners have demonstrated Self-Regulation in setting and 

creating individualized SURF goals that they will focus on during Mathematics lessons to 

increase their understanding of the unit they are learning.  

Just a few more reminders for you: 

 Hats – Students will not be required to wear hats until Term Four. However it is always a good practice to keep 
hats at school, just in case there is one of those warmer days.

 Home Learning – Home learning will be distributed on Friday and will be due the following Friday.  It is expected 
that it will be fully completed and to a high standard.  

 Home Reading – It is important that the students read for at least fifteen minutes each evening.  Please sign their 
diaries after they have read and encourage them to read a wide variety of material at home.  

If you have any other queries or concerns you would like to discuss with your teachers please don’t hesitate to organise a 

meeting.  Our students’ well-being is always at the centre of our thoughts and actions. 

Thanking you for your ongoing support and assistance and looking forward to a productive Term 

Two, 

Kind Regards, 

Peter Shen, Christine Marotti, Alana Curro, Stacey Cupo and Laura Liddy.   


