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Welcome Back! 

Welcome to Term Three! We are so proud of the growth our wonderful 
Prep learners are displaying across the curriculum and look forward to 
another exciting term of learning and discovery.  

Daily Essentials 
Morning Supervision of  Prep learners 

We wish to thank you, our fantastic families for bringing your children to 

school punctually on a daily basis. It really does set your child up for 

success with their learning. We would however like to politely remind 

families to bring their children into the Prep building when the bell goes 

at 8:50am to ensure children are fully supervised and that teachers can 

have ample preparation time for the day ahead. 

Reader Bags and Diaries 

Prep learners should bring their reader bag to school each day. This will allow 

teachers to place important notices, letters or other school information for your 

child to take home. Please check your child’s reader bag every day after school 

to ensure you are receiving updates regularly.  

Take Home Readers 

Our aim in Prep is to foster a lifelong love of reading. Home Reading is an 

opportunity to practise skills learnt at school. Home Reading should aim to build 

fluency and be enjoyable. Always remember to praise your child’s efforts.  

Students need to change their reader every day and record the title of the book 

in their diary. All readers and diaries should be kept in reader bags to avoid 

damage or loss. 

Magic Word Book 

Prep learners also take home a Magic Word Book. This includes part of the 100 

most commonly occurring words in English and is essential to every student's 

reading success. It improves their reading, fluency, comprehension and helps 

them to feel confident with reading. Please encourage your child to practise 

their Magic Words everyday. At the back of the Magic Word Book you will find 

fun and engaging learning tasks that you can complete with your child to assist 

the learning process.  

 Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) 
Our PMP program will continue this term every Wednesday and Thursday. The 
purpose of the program is to provide Prep learners with the opportunity to 
develop their learning confidence, improve their decision making and increase 
their awareness of the world around them through a series of specifically 
designed movement tasks. 
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TERM DATES 2019 

Term 1 
Mon 4th February - Fri 5th April  

Term 2 

Tue 23rd April - Fri 28th June 

Term 3 

Mon 15th July - Fri 20th September 

Term 4 

Mon 7th October - Fri 20th December 

KEY DATES TERM 3 2019 

6th August School Production  

Rehearsal 

8th August School Production 

Night 

9th August Curriculum Day 

28th  August  Prep - Two Late 

Night 

28th –30th August Father’s Day 

Stall 

18th September School Disco 

20th September Last Day of Term   

 

 



 

Reading 

During Term Three, Prep learners will continue to build on their rapidly developing reading skills, further extending 

their love and enjoyment of reading. This will be achieved through their teachers enthusiastically reading to them a 

variety of texts daily, providing for independent reading and reading conferences, as well  as stimulating and engaging 

learning tasks. 

Learning experiences will centre around the Whole School Approach of CAFE where the students will focus on the 

reading goals of Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. Within these goals, specific strategies 

will be explicitly taught and then practised through various learning experiences.   

The strategies reviewed throughout Term Three to ensure the students have a full understanding of the texts they 

read will include: 

- Checking for understanding  
- Backing up and rereading  
- Retelling the main events 
- Recognising the literacy elements including the characters, setting and plot 
- Making text to text, text to self and text to world connections 
- Creating a summary of the story 
 
In addition, the students will take part in individual reading conferences with their teacher where the learners will 

complete oral reading of a good fit text, review their previous personalised reading goal and set a new one. These 

goals will be aligned to the strategies on the CAFE wall. 

Strategies to support your child: 
When listening to your child read ask various questions about the text to ensure they are understanding what they are 

reading.  

For example: 
-What has happened so far? Is it what you expected to happen?  
-What might happen next? How do you think the story might end?  
-What sort of character is…? Is s/he friendly, kind, happy, mean? 
 
At the end of the story: 
-Did you enjoy the book? Why? (Encourage children to develop their opinion about books by encouraging them to 
explain their reasons)  
-What was your favourite part? Why?  
-Why did that character do…? (give a situation/ event from the story)  
 
Encourage your child to use a variety of strategies to decode new words in texts. For example:- 

-Use the beginning and ending sounds 

-Blend the sounds; Stretch and reread 
-Chunk letters and sounds together 

 

 

Curriculum 



 

 
Writing 
This term, the writing program will be made up of the following areas: 
Personal writing: 
Prep learners will continue to undertake rigorous and exciting learning in Writing 
this semester. They will further build their skills as writers through exploration of 
the whole school approach of VOICES: 
V – Author’s Voice   O – Organisation  I – Ideas   C – Conventions    E – Excellent 
Word Choice   S – Sentence Fluency 
This term Prep learners will be writing Narratives and Invitations. Core elements of 
VOICES, which will be explicitly taught, are Excellent Word Choice, Sentence 
Fluency, Conventions and Organisation. The focus this term will therefore be on 
Prep learners using interesting words, as well as sentences that make sense, with 
accurate sound-letter relationships, full stops and capital letters. Prep learners will 
engage in writing conferences with their teacher to ensure personalised learning 
and development of specific goals relevant to their individual needs. Prep learners 
will actively work on these goals throughout the term. They will also have the 
opportunity to share their writing with their peers, receiving feedback regarding 
their achievements and what they can improve for next time.  

 
Word Study: 
Prep learners will continue to investigate letters and identify the different sounds 
they make individually and as letter groups, to form sound patterns. Specific foci 
this term will be word meaning, sound and related words, synonyms, syllables, 
pronunciation and prefixes. Prep learners will apply this letter knowledge to their 
personal writing to assist them with spelling previously unknown words. Learners 
will also take part in spelling inquiries where they will investigate and record words 
and patterns using resources, such as word lists, their reading books and iPads. 
They will practise spelling high frequency words, including their Magic Words and 
the vocabulary they use frequently in their personal writing, using the Look, Say, 
Name, Cover, Write, Check approach.   
 
Handwriting: 
Prep learners will also continue to consolidate accurate letter formation using the 
unjoined Victorian Modern Cursive script. They will take part in mini lessons which 
will explicitly review the formation of both upper and lower case letters as well as 
the correct formation of numerals. Focus will also be on correct letter placement 
on the dotted thirds lines used in the Foundation years.  
 

Strategies to support your child: 
 
 Together with your child purchase a special book for them to write in. You can    
        support the writing process by helping them to find pictures to write about,  
        writing something together and also writing for a real life purpose (such as a  
        letter to thank a friend for a play date).  
 
 Engage in plenty of talk with your child about what they will write about. 

Discuss what the setting and characters might look like, sound like, feel like. 
 
 Support your child to edit their writing by asking them to read their writing 

aloud to check if if sounds right and looks right. They can underline any errors 
and write the correction above. Remember to expect errors in spelling at this 
developmental stage and avoid correcting your child’s spelling for them.  

Curriculum 



Speaking & Listening 

 

In Speaking and Listening, Prep learners will be able to explore this important skill in many different ways 

through all areas of the curriculum. Some of the formal ways your child may interact in Speaking and Lis-

tening include class presentations, roleplays or creations and video tutorials on Seesaw. Some of the in-

formal ways teachers engage learners in Speaking and Listening are class discussions with peers, team-

building exercises and mimicking rhymes. Weekly, learners will be involved in peer to peer ‘TAG’ confer-

ences in which they will have the opportunity to be both the speaker and listener. The listener will have 

the opportunity to: 

T- Tell the speaker something positive about their learning  

A-Ask them a question 

G- Give them some feedback 

Strategies to support your child: 

 Playing games such as ‘Guess Who’ or ‘Battleship’ to promote descriptive spoken language and lis-

tening skills. 

 Engage in a roleplay with your child.  

        For example,  the ‘Bus Driver’ game: Let your child be a bus driver and you can be the passenger. 

        Set up some chairs for a bus and act out the roles. As an example, the verbs you might use in this  

       game could be: steer the bus, press the horn, ring the bell, sit down, pay the driver, drive the  

       bus, find the change, and walk down the aisle.  

 Look at books together, discuss what is happening in the pictures, ask questions, and talk about the 

story. 

Curriculum 



 

Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Strategies to support your child: 

 Aim to build emotional language by discussing with your child how 
others feel in different situations. For example, ‘Your sister is feeling 
disappointed with missing school today’. 
 Discuss roles in your family and the community and the 

responsibilities that are attached. 

Inquiry 
During Term Three, Prep learners will be exploring skills and concepts 
relating to our rich Inquiry unit ‘How can we all live well together?’ 
This unit links with the Victorian Curriculum learning areas of Drama 
and Ethical Capabilities and aligns with the whole school focus, 
‘Communication through the Arts’.  Leading up to the GWPS  
Production, learners will be strengthening their collaborative and  
expressive communication skills by practising their song and dance. To 
prepare for the Production, Preps will have the opportunity to view a 
live performance from The Flying Bookworm show and become  
audience members. Within this unit, learners will further develop  
conceptual understandings of awareness of others, roles within their 
home and equality. This Term’s focus for You Can Do it is Resilience. 
We will be building on recognising emotions in oneself and peers and 
identifying what resilience means and why it is important to be a  
resilient and confident learner. 

Curriculum 
In Term Three, our Prep learners will continue to develop their 
skills in Mathematics through applying the SURF Proficiencies of 
Problem Solving Understanding Reasoning and Fluency. 
Focus topics this term will be Ordinal Numbers, Addition, Place 
Value, Subtraction and Time. Prep learners will explore  
mathematical concepts through hands on experiences with  
concrete materials, oral Maths Talks and class reflections. 
Throughout their learning, students will develop strategies to  
support them to achieve their SURF goals and general number 
sense. Mathletics is a valuable resource where Prep learners can 
independently consolidate their learning completed at school.  
 
Strategies to support your child: 

-          Count using one to one correspondence on a daily basis. 
This should be forward and backwards and from a random starting 
point. Students can count their toys or even supermarket items. 
-          Begin looking at the different aspects of a clock (for exam-
ple, hands and numbers) and ask your child what they notice. 
-          Encourage your child to find maths in their everyday lives. 
For example, ‘How many white cars can you see?’ on the way to 
school.  


