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LEVEL TWO, TERM FOUR NEWSLETTER, 2019 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Welcome back to the final term of the year! We hope that you had a relaxing break with your families. 
 
 
Looking back on Term Three, there were many highlights that the students shared, including the school 
production of ‘The Year of the Dog’ and the History Box Incursion. The standout event of the term was the 
Level Two Late Night. Students were able to collaborate with one another, and demonstrated independence 
on the evening. 
 
Just like Term Three, Term Four will be another exciting term enriched with many learning opportunities. The 
Scienceworks Excursion and the ‘Toys and Games Expo’ are just some of the exciting experiences ahead of us.   
 
 
Please take a few moments to read our Curriculum overview and what we have planned for Term Four.  
 

Students in traditional cultural dress at the History Box Incursion. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Tuesday 5th November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 
Monday 11th November - Scienceworks excursion 

Wednesday 11th December - 2020 Day  
Friday 13th December - Reports distributed via Compass 

Thursday 19th December - Class Parties 
Friday 20th December – Last day of Term Four, 1:30pm dismissal 

 

REMINDERS 
 

 School Hat & Water Bottles - As the weather starts to warm up in Term Four, it is essential 
that your child wears a sun smart school hat each day. GWPS is a Sun-Smart school and sells 
a range of sun smart hats in our uniform shop. If your child does not bring a hat, they will 
need to sit in the shade on the stage during playtime. Please also organise a water bottle for 
your child to bring to school every day to assist them to stay hydrated during hot weather. 
 

 Home Learning – Home Learning will continue to be distributed on Friday and will be due 
the following Friday.  It is expected that it will be fully completed, to a high standard. It is 
important that the students continue to read for at least fifteen minutes each evening. 
Home Learning is a valuable part of the learning process as it allows the students to 
consolidate the concepts and strategies they have learnt in class. Please sign your child’s 
diary daily after they have read and encourage them to read a wide variety of material at 
home, including nonfiction and fiction texts.  
 

 Communication - We continue to value open communication to ensure your child is 
provided with the best possible learning. Parents are strongly encouraged to communicate 
with the classroom teacher. Communication is available via your child’s Communication 
Diary, as well as Compass, or feel free to come in and speak to your child’s classroom 
teacher. 
 

 Before School – Students arriving prior to the 8.50am bell should be supervised outside. If 
you are unable to supervise your child, other arrangements, such as Before School Care, 
should be arranged. Students can enter the classroom between 8.50-9.00am to organise 
and prepare for the day and complete the morning routine. If your child arrives after 
9.00am, please take them to the office to sign in and bring a yellow ‘late slip’ to the 
classroom teacher. 



ENGLISH 

Reading: 
Throughout Term Four, we will continue implementing the whole school CAFÉ (Comprehension, Accuracy, 
Fluency and Expanded Vocabulary) approach to reading. Comprehension will be a focus to consolidate the 
students’ understanding of their good-fit books. They will be adding new strategies, such as inferring, by using 
supporting evidence, asking questions throughout their reading, and determining and analysing the author’s 
purpose. Students will be exploring surface level questions, which are evident in the text, for example, “Who 
are the characters in this story?” They will be challenged to take their questioning skills deeper by using 
inferring to ask questions beyond the text, such as, “How does the character express their emotions?” To 
enhance the students’ confidence, we will be introducing Reader’s Theatre to apply and strengthen Fluency 
and Accuracy skills. It is encouraged that students read their home readers out loud each night to practise 
projecting their voice clearly, fluently and with expression. 
 

Writing: 
In Writing, students will be consolidating their skills in the areas of Information Reports, Persuasive Texts and 
Narratives. Through reflections, they will identify areas they will focus on refining. The VOICES (Voice, 
Organisation, Ideas, Conventions, Excellent Word Choice and Sentence Fluency) menu will be used to explicitly 
address our students’ needs. Vocabulary will continue to be a focus throughout our writing units, where 
students will be explicitly taught how to transfer new vocabulary into their writing as well as understand the 
impact their word choices have on a reader.  Students will also have opportunities to link their writing with 
other areas of our curriculum, in particular our ‘Forces’ Inquiry Unit. They will have the chance to compose a 
Persuasive Text to advertise the Expo, a Procedural text for their toy/game creation, an Information Report to 
inform their audience of the science behind it and a Narrative where their toy is the main idea of their piece.  
 

Spelling: 
In Spelling, students will continue to deepen their understanding of the English language through an 
independent Spelling Inquiry and a targeted weekly spelling focus. They will continue this investigation by 
researching their independent spelling words from their own writing to determine the word’s meaning and 
will also explore and deepen their etymological understanding and connections. Students have been 
transferring new vocabulary from different contexts as part of their Spelling Inquiry. Through this process, 
students are using a range of resources and strategies to deepen their knowledge of new and interesting 
words. They may come across these words in their reading, writing, speaking and listening.  
 

Speaking and Listening:  
Speaking and Listening is embedded across the curriculum. Students will be developing their self-confidence 
and resilience when speaking in different contexts. There will be many opportunities for students to 
contribute, express ideas and add opinions to class discussions. They will also be given opportunities to practise 
their public speaking skills. Later this term, students will be presenting their own toy at an exhibition that 
demonstrates their understanding of ‘forces’ from our Term Four Inquiry topic. Students will show persistence 
when speaking to guests, persuading their audience to try their toy and explicitly explaining how their toy 
operates. Students will build on their listening skills by following explicit instructions, responding to questions 
when asked and responding to teachers or peers with timely feedback. 
 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Read a variety of text genres with your child and ask questions about the features of that genre and 
how it differs from other texts you have read together. 

 Encourage your child to read their home readers out loud each night to practise projecting their voice 
clearly, fluently and with expression. 

 Encourage your child to investigate the etymology of new and interesting words they come across in 
their reading and daily conversations. 

 Participate in daily discussions around your child’s school day, including their favourite learning task, 
what they struggled with and what strategies they used to overcome the struggle.  

 Encourage your child to write any text type they choose to practise embedding the new and interesting 
words they come across in their reading. 

  



MATHEMATICS 
In Term Four, students will continue to expand on their understanding of Number and Algebra and build on 
their understanding of division by exploring Fractions. Hands-on learning tasks, problem solving and Maths 
Talks will continue to be the learning models this term, as they provide opportunities for exploring, applying 
and sharing strategies and allow students to practise the Mathematical Proficiencies. Students will learn the 
language that connects fractions to division, different forms of fraction models (area/set/length) and a 
variety of strategies they can apply to solve fraction problems.  
 
In Measurement and Geometry, students will have opportunities to learn and explore the features of two-
dimensional shapes and three-dimensional objects through investigating the types of shapes in the 
environment around them. They will make links between two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes 
through comparing and contrasting their attributes. Students will gain an understanding of how to transform 
shapes, draw two-dimensional shapes and construct three-dimensional objects. 
 
In Statistics and Probability, students will continue to develop their mathematical language through the 
learning of Chance. This learning experience will begin by exploring the language of Chance and using it to 
explain everyday events. Students will also have opportunities to conduct Chance experiments and use the 
language to describe the outcomes. For example, ‘We spun a spinner lots of times. It was most likely to land 
on blue as half the spinner was blue and it was least likely to land on yellow as it was only an eighth of the 
spinner.’ 
 
Making learning purposeful is one of the keys to foster intrinsic motivation in children. Therefore, it is 
important for them to make connections between Mathematics and everyday life. 
To support your child’s learning at home, you could: 

 Provide real-life situations for him/her to use maths in your everyday life. For example, ask your child 

to cut and share food using fractions 

 Explore shapes around the house 

 Discuss the chance of an event, such as rain, happening on a certain day.  

 Ask questions such as: “How did you work it out?” “What strategy did you use?” 

 
 

  

MATHS VOCABULARY 

Probability/Chance 
Likely 

Unlikely 
Certain 

Impossible 
Even Chance 

Definite 
Might happen 
Won’t happen 

Most 
Least 

2D & 3D shapes 
Vertices 

Edge 
Corner 
Sides 

 

Transformation 
Flip 

Slide 
Turn 

 

Fractions 
Denominator 

Numerator 
Vinculum 

Halves 
Thirds 

Quarters 
Fifths 
Sixths 

Eighths 
Tenths 

Set model 
Area model 
Line model 



INQUIRY 
This term, our ‘Forces’ Inquiry Unit will allow students to explore and observe different forces and their effects 
on objects in everyday life. They will build their knowledge and awareness of physical sciences through making 
observations and posing questions based on these observations; Experimenting with how forces effect an 
object’s movement, speed or shape. Throughout the unit, students will investigate contact and non-contact 
forces such as push, pull, friction, magnetism and gravity. They will have the opportunity to transfer skills and 
knowledge built in our unit to create a toy or game that involves forces. 
 
In celebration of this learning, Level Two will hold a ‘Toys and Games Expo’ to showcase creations. This Expo 
will be a fundraising event and will be a valuable and purposeful Service Learning opportunity with a strong 
connection with GWPS commitment to the awareness and application of the United Nations Global Goals. 
Level Two’s Global Goal is focussed around Partnerships that strengthen and revitalise support for sustainable 
development and communities. The funds raised will be used to support important causes, decided by Level 
Two students. Our school community will have the chance to support the chosen cause and experience the 
creations towards the end of the term.  
 
 

YCDI 

We continue to integrate the ‘You Can Do It’ Program into 
our weekly teaching and learning in Term Four. ‘You Can 
Do It’ is tailored to the unique needs of students in each 
classroom and aims to build the social and emotional 
thinking and self-regulation skills of our students. The 
program incorporates the latest research into cultivating 
the social and emotional characteristics of children and 
explores how well-developed social skills can influence 
positive outcomes. The implementation of the YCDI 
program draws strong connections to our Whole School Values of Global Empathy, Integrity, Respect and 
Initiative, as well as our Global Goal of Partnerships. These connections allow students to reflect on how actions 
affect the wellbeing of self and others, and how we can support each other and our communities. These 
connections allow students to deepen their understanding of their social and emotional identities, as well as 
value the social and emotional identities of those around them. 
 
 
Your child’s happiness is always at the centre of our thoughts and actions so if you have any queries 
or matters you would like to discuss with your child’s teacher please don’t hesitate to contact them. The Level 
Two team thanks you for your ongoing support and assistance and are looking forward to another wonderful 
and productive term.  
  
Kind regards,  
 
Mr Joshua Lowe, Miss Bianca Liburti, Mrs Alicia Bird, Mrs Lauren Lee, Ms Amanda Sierp and Mrs Penelope 
Polydoros 
  


